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BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY 


Dionytius, 


Tyrant of Delaware, 





ADDRESSED TO THE PEOPLE OF THE 


UNITE.D:-STATES of AMERICA. 





By TIMZ0 LEON. 





He who underfiands to govern @ People by Corruption, and to lead 
them by a. falfeIntere/t, againft their true Intereft, cannot boafi the 
Hoxor of the Invention; the Expedient is as old as the Worla; and 
he can pretend to no other Honor, than that of being an humble Imi- 
tator of the Devil. 

Inftruétive Maxims, Pol. and Mor, 
See Col. Mag. for Nov. 1787. 
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To the People of the United States of America, 


rnow ¢ suNse O8 UM 
Common Intereft, 
AND 
Common Danger, 
Turs HIST @RY oF 
DIONYSIUS, 
Tyrant of Delaware, 
Is moft Refpetifully addreffed, 


BY THEIR DEVOTED SERVANT, 


‘TIMOLEON. 


‘dugug 20, 1788. 
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Biographical Hiftory 


DIONYSIUS, &C. 


At e.T ON. = 


Introduction. 


N offering fome political obfervations to my fel- 

low citizens of Delaware, the laft year, it may 

be remembered, that, without an amendment of the 
political fyftem of my native flate, I promifed a 
more extenfive performance The Biographical 
Hiftory of Dionyfius, Tyrant of Delaware to 

» be addreffed to my countrymen of the United States 
of America. ‘The event more than juftifies the un- 
dertaking. Injury has been added to infult; and 
nQ 






























































“ 7 
no ycar of the Tyrant’s reign has been marked with 
more pointed injuftice and cruelty to individuals, or 
more difgrace to the ftate, than that immediately 
paft. I therefore hold myfelf bound to fulfil my 
engagements, fo far at leaft, as relates to the Tyrant 
himfelf. As to thofe lieutenants and adjutants, 
whom he hath taken to his afliftance, in corrupting 
and opprefling the people, whofe hiftories ate’ alfo 
promifed, and all confpire’ to illuftrate that of the 
Tyrant, they fhall follow in due feafon, 1f neceflary. 
But [ ftill hold myfelf at liberty to decline this difa~ 
greeable tafk, as foon as there fhall be no further 
occafion for profecuting the work. Uninfluenced » 
by any perfonal motive whatfoever, this hiftory is 
undertaken with a view to a common benefit only. 
When this is attained, the author will be eontent to 
reft from his labours, and not before. 

This profeffion is in no wife inconfiftent with the 
perfonal application of this performance. It has 
availed nothing to. remonftrate againft meafures. 
The fubje& of public credit, particularly, has been 
exhaufted, with no better effe@, than the utter de- 
ftruction of it! Since the more delicate means have 
failed, it only remains to expofe the authors of our 
difgrace and misfortune, as the laft refource for 
obtaining the aid and affiftance ‘we ftand in need of. 

I mean not to indulge the fancy of Tacitus, or the 
wit and humour of Moore; but with the candar of 
Ramfey to join the unreferved plainnefs of Common 
Senfe. The fimple truth well told, will make my 
ftory of that extraordinary nature, as fufhiciently to 
engage the reader. And I have only to requeft of 
thofe who may think the fubject of an “interefting 
nature, to examine well into the truth ofjethe facts 


alledged, 








Co 


alledged, and then to judge of thofe inferences and 
refle€tions, which naturally sag Sats this’ kind of 
hiftory. 

Although all tyrants are proper fubjedts_ of ins 
and Jampoon, and none can be better fitted for, or 
more deferving of fuch treatment than ours, this 
hiftory hall, neverthelefs, fpare him on that {core. 
It is igcended not as an addrefs to the fancy and paf- 
fions of the weak and unthinking; but as a folemn 
appeal to the fober fenfe and underftanding: of en- 
lightened minds. Private charaéter, therefore, fhall 
have no admittance into this work. ‘The public or 
political charagter of Dionyfius, thall alone be ex- 
pofed. His familv, only, are interefted in the for- 
mer: All America have an intereft in, and aright 
to know the latter. By means of intrigue and fac= 
tion, ‘he has found it but too eafy to maintain his 
power, and pratice the moft unrighteous admini- 
ftration, within the {mall circle of Delaware. We 
have fame curiolity to know whether his addrefs will 
ferve him, at the more impartial tribunal of the con- 
tinent. It isalfo hoped and expected, that the peo- 
ple of Delaware, themfelves, are prepared at this _ 
erifis, by awakened attention, to receive the truth, 
and be duly guarded againft the wiles and impofiti- 
ons of a man, who does not hefitate, in any inflance, 
to facrifice the honor and intereft of the flate, to his 
own ambition. 

The nature and defign of this performance necef- 
farily requiring brevity, does not admit of defcend- 
ing to minute particulars, of little or no importance, 
The great outlines, the ftrong features of character 
and condué, are all that are necefiary to our prefent 
purpofe. The-hiftorian of more leifure, who fhall 

record 












record the tranfactions of Delaware, may note mi- 
nutie, that would; only lengthen out, this treatife 
unneceflarily. The moft important fatts are eftas 
blifhed by ‘authentic records of the ftate ; and ‘the 


whole evidence fhall be fo arranged,,.as we truft will 


{ufficientiy fortify the truth of our hiftory, againft 


party and prejudice, and carry conviction to every 
impartial inquirer. 

As this hiftory will neceflarily involve in it, thofe 
caufes and events; which, during the revolution, im 
pofed on Delaware the appellation of a Tory Szate, 
every honeft man, as he reads, will be induced to re- 
flect, how far he may have been impofed upon, by 
the arts and afliduity of the Diony/fian fa€tion, and will 
be doubly guarded in future. . Without the ftate, all 
intelligent men will readily determine, that the dan- 
ger of fuch a charadler as is here'defcribed, will not 
be confined to Delaware, cipeclay andenitheunem 
conftitution of the United States. .They will, recol- 
let what is paft, and take care for the time to come. 

Itis.a vanity the author has aright to indulge, that 
no mean perion has ever been fufpected of employ- 
ing his fignature. . The ho&t of pedagogues and pid- 
dling geniufes employed to calamniate rather than 
anfwer him, have defignated as the objecis of their 
reproaches, none but men of known integrity, and 
firongly marked as decided revolutionifts : *, fuch 
indeed as were moft likely to oppole a corrupt and 
tyrannic.adminiftration. So far’agmames and repu- 


*oThe Chief Juftice, and the Prefident of the ftate fociety of the 
Cincinnati, have been {pecially pointed out. “In the contempruous 
language of our court, thefe are Ligtle Tiny and Big Tim. 
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tation could influence, thefe would be of fufficient 

authority: But as this hiftory is intended to reft 
upon its own merits alone, the author has aflumeda 

name of no other importance, than as it is adapted 

_-to the nature and delign of the work. | 

As itis not wifhed to profit by names or charac- 
ters, fo neither is there the leaft-defire to injure them. 
It has been promifed,* and is therefore expected, 
that the infolent abufe of laft year, will, on this 
occafion, be multiplied many fold. 

It cannot be expected of a writer in a public caufe, 
that he fhould undertake the defence of all who may 
be reproached, for what he has faid ordone. Thofe 
gentlemen who may feel themfelves in any wife fcan- 
dalized by the writings of Timoleon, have an eafy 
redrefs, by difclaiming the work. As to the real 
author, were it the fafhion, he would as leave fign 
his proper name, as any other; and fhould our 
Court Sycophants happen to guefs right at him, he 
is not fo weak a man, as to be under any apprehen- 
‘fion, they can injure him in the good opinion’ of 
any perfon, whofe efteem and friendfhip he has any 
regard for. Atall events, and at the rifk of every 
poflible confequence, he is refolved to obey the dic- 
tates of his confcience, in expofing to a fair and open 
view of the world, a fhameful tyranny, the more 
diferaceful to his native ftate, as it has not been ac- 
complifhed fo much by open force, as the lefler means 
of deception, fedutlion, and corruption. | 


9 EC. 


* By a Farmer. 











SE CT FON 


A general Account of 


Dionyfius, previous 


to the declaration of: 


Independence. 


T is a circumftance of peculiar aggravation to the 
H tyranny of DIONYSIUS, that he was born in 
Delaware. The love of country had as little reftraint 
upon his ambition, as a fenfe of morality. - With 
liberal advantages in the profeffion of the law, he 









was efteemed a plodding rather than a fprightly ge- 7 


nius. But without abilities to take a fair lead of his 
cotemporaries, his earlieft lifeis marked with a fupe- 
rior dexterity in all the arts of intrigue. 

The imple manners, ‘and {mall advances in civi- 
lization at that time, in Delaware, rendered ita ftage 
lefs adapted to the cultivation of his native cunning, 
than the more courtly province of Maryland. At 
his firft entrance on the bufinefs of his profeffion, 
Maryland was his principal theatre; and it was not 
until he entered into views of ambition, that he rode 
the circuit of Delaware. As the law was in high 
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~~ 


eultivation in Maryland, he muft have made fome 7 


improvement in his legal knowledge, during his prac- 
tice there. But what was of. more confequence, ‘he 
acquired 


9 7) 
acquired an obfequious and courtly form of maz 
ners, and had an opportunity of obferving and becom- 
ing well acquainted with themeans employed for fleec- 
ing the people, and the greater advances made by 
Lord Baltimore, in fubjugating and oppreffing that 
province, than had been attempted by the proptie- 
taries of Delaware: 

Although the Penn family had not made fuch 
advantages'in fubjugation, as their neighbour Balti- 
more, yet they were making the beft progrefs in 
their power. For this purpofe, it was neceflary to 
engage in their fation, fome leading men of abili- 
ties. Neither'the talents, nor connections of -DIO- 
NYSIUS,’ entitled him to their firft choice; but he 
was the ft among his cotemporaries, to accept 
upon their own terms: and from that day to this, 
he is truly to be contidered as a proprietary retainer. 
__ With this connection, it is eafy to conceive how 
DIONYSIUS arrived at great power and influence 
in Delaware. The proprietaries, or their Lieutenant 
Governor, appointed all the officers of the govern= 
ment; by the’advice and recommendation of DIOQ- 
NYSIUS: anid his fation. Superior genius dnd ta= 
lents weighed lightly in the balance, in competition 
with creative powers: and happy was he who could 
gain the patronage of this mighty man. 
~ Tt is not ne¢effary to our purpofé to thew, by 
innumerable inftances that might be adduced; how 
totally the government was fubjected to the propri- 
etary faGtion, by the time of the revolution: efpe- 
cially as this leading trait of charaéter will be evinced 
by thé whole-hiftory of DIONYSIUS ; ‘that he has 
never Trelinquifhed his proprietary eontieCtion; that he 
has onalloccafions during therevolution , betrayed the 


people, whenever their intereft came in competition 
B with, 
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~ notorious. 
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with that of the proprietaries; and is now as firmly 
attached to their intereft, and zealoufly engaged in 
their fervice, as ever he was. } 

_ From the memorable xra of 1763, the progrefs 
of Britith jealoufy, and confequent attempts at arbi« 
trary power and domination over the colonies, are 
The nature and hiftory of our troubles, 
from the ftamp-aa, in 4765, to the commencement 
of hoftilities, and the fucceeding events of the war, 
are allo well known, fo far as- refpects tranfations 
that had arelation to the whole union. But there 
was a peculiarity in the proprietary provinces, that 
may not have been generally obferved, efpecially by 
people who refided in the kingly governments: for 
certainly lefs notice has been taken of the circum- 
ftance lam about to mention, than it deferved. 

At the commencement of our ttoubles, the pro- 
prietaties had a common intereft with the people at 
large. Thefe petty fovereigns were as much afraid 
of having the powers and emoluments of government 
wrefted from them, as the people were of lofing their 
liberties. Hence during the ftamp-a@, and fo long 
as we humbly memorialized the fovereign as his hege 
fubjects, the proprietaries and all their connections, 
throughout their feveral governments,. were, in ftriét 
jeague with the people. . We all remember Dulany’s 
celebrated piece written .againft the ftamp-a@. In 
Pennfylvania, the relations and friends of the  pro- 
prietaries were moft active in Congrefs, and forward 
to.enter into ourarmy. Déonyfius in 1765, attend- 
ed the firft American Congrefs at New-York, and 


nequiteed himfelf to the fatisfaction of the people of: 


Délaware.\) Fe-was again appointed to the Congrefs 
which met in 1774—favored the non-importation 
| agreement, 
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agreement, theappointmentof committees of infpec« 
tion, and he did not oppofe the aflociation and mu- 
ftering ofthe militia. During this period, toryifm 
was chiefly confined to the kingly governments. 
The greateft unanimity pervaded the proprietary 
colonies. | 

But the bare mention of independence by John 
Adams was a mighty fcarecrow exceedingly reproba- 
ted, by every proprietary connection. The writings of 
Common fenfe early in 1776, like the voice of infpira- 
tion, fired the minds of all unbiafled men, with a zeal 
for independence, and effectually cooled the patri- 
otifm of every proprietary tool. In May, of the 
fame important year, Congrefs recommended it to 
the united colonies refpectively, to adopt fuch inde- 
pendent government, as in the opinion of the repre- 
fentatives of the people, would conduce moft to their 
happinefs and fafety. By this timethe tables were 
fo far turned, that that toryifm which was fubdued in 
the kingly govérnments, was paramount in the pro- 
prietary colonies. In Maryland, the proprietary in- 
fluence fofar prevailed in their Convention, that they 
rejected the recommendation of Congrefs, and enter- 
ed into a fet of refolutions alledged and believed to 
have been drawn up in Philadelphia. The {truggles 
at this time in Pennfylvania cannot be forgotten, As 
a fpecimen of what paffed in Delaware, | hereunto 
fubjoin the inftructions of the whigs of Kent county 
to their reprefentatives, and the remonftrances of our 
proprietary agents, who were the ring-leaders in this 
bufinefs, and by this time had affociated all forts of 
tories. 
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dn saci of the Subfcribers, Freemen and Inhabit. 
ants of the County of County of Kent on Delaware, 
tothe Honorable Cxfar Rodney, William Killen, 

John Banning, John Haflet, Thomas Rodney,and 

Vincent Lockerman, Efquires, their Repre/enta- 

tives in Affembly. 

WHEREAS the reprefentatives of the united co- 
lon‘es in North America, afflembled in Congrefs, at 
Philadelphia, on the fifteenth day of May, did firft 
declare, “ That his Britannic Majefty, in conjunc. 
* tion with the lords and commons of Great Britain, 
“ has by a late at of Parliament, excluded the in- 
* habitants of thefe united colonies from the protec- 
tion of his crown, &c. and that it is neceflary 
that the exercife of every kind of authority under 
the faid crown fhould be totally fuppreffed, and 
all the powers of government exerted under the 
authority of the people of the colonies, &c. And 
therefore refolved, that it be recommended to the 
' refpective alah bites and conyentions of the uni- 
ted colonies, where no government fufficient to 
the exigencies of their affairs, has been hitherto 
eftablifhed, to adopt {uch government, as fhall in 
; the opinion of the reprefentatives of the people, 
beft conduce to the happinefs and fafety of their. 
conftituents, i in particular, and America in gene- 
ral,” 

And whereas it is our opinion, that our prefent 
g° vernment is not “ Sufficient to the exigencies of 
our affairs,” and we having full faith and confidence 
in the virtue and wifdom of the Congrefs, and be- 
ing convinced of the propriety and neceflity of com- 
plying with the above recommendation, and not 
doubting but it will anfwer the valuable purpofe 
thereby iuitended. We 
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We.do therefore hereby inftru& and require you 
to exert your utmoft. virtuous endeavours in affem. 
bly. to have the fame complied. with, always faving 
tothe freemen and inhabitants of this colony, the 
full enjoyment of their juft rights and liberties, agree- 
able to the conftitution, laws, cuftoms.and ufages of 
the faid colony, fo far as the fame are not injurious 
or deftructive to the union, and general fafety, and 
happinefs of the united colonies. 

But in cafe the houfe of aflembly thall refufe or 
neglect to comply with the above recommendation : 
we do further hereby inftrua and require you to ex- 
ert your utmoft virtuous endeavours, to get the faid 
afflembly to dire& the appointment of a convention 
in this colony, to’ be held for the purpofe aforefaid, 
and not to confift of lefs than ninety members, and 
if this fhall be de ied, that you then withdraw your- 
felves, and diffolve the faid aflembly. 

We truft that you will difcharge your duty as be- 
fore directed with the greate# fidelity, and in fuch 
manner as fhall beft conduce to the happinefs and 
fafety of your conftituents in particular, and. Ameri- 
ca in general. 


To the honorable theR eprefentatives of the Freemen of 
the Counties of New-Cafile, Kent, and Suffex, ou 
Delaware, in Affembly met. 


The Addrefs and Remonftrance of the fubfcribers, 
Inhabitants of Kent County, on Delaware. 


WHEREAS to our: great concern and furprize, 
we have been informed that a paper called a Petition, 
Remonftrance, or Inftru€tion tothe houfe of afiem- 
bly of this government, has» been handed about 

among 
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among the good people of this county, purporting 
a'change in the conflitution of this government, up- 
6n principles which we conceive muft be erroneous 
and unfound, and by no means fupported, or even 
countenanced by the late refolution of the ¢ontinen- 
tal congrefs, entered into May the 1sth, 1746; upon 
which refolution we fuppole faid Petition, Remon+ 
ftrance, or Inftrudtion, is pretended ‘to abe founded; 
viz. “ That it be recommended to the refpective 
““affemblies and conventions of the united colonies, 
where no government, fufficient to the exigencies 
of their affaity: has beet hitherto eftablithed, 
“adopt fuch government, as fhall; in the spice 
of the reprefentatives éf the people, beft conduce 
to the happinefs and fafety of their conftituents in 
particular, and America in general.”—Which we 
conceive mutt refer only to fuch colonies as aré in 
confufion, from the prorogation or diffolution “of 
affemblies; and in no meafure intended to affe& the 
zood people of this government, whofe affembly has 
been, and ftill is competent and adequate to the ex-' 
igencies of their affairs; and have had all due obedi- 
ence paid to their adts and refolutions by their) con= 
itituents. 

But the movers of the above Petition, Renae 
ftrance, or Inftruction, as we underftand, having 
taken the faid refolution in a different fenfe, (as-if 
the congrefs had intended anothermode of reprefen- 
tation and covernment, than by affemblies, under 
which we have long confidered ourfelves a happy 
people, and which we look up to with reverence and 
the warmeft affetion) we fhould think it criminal, 
not to declare to en honors, our fentiments, which 
we are fully convinced are thofe of a large majority 
of 
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as: oF 
of the inhabitants of this county, and, as:‘we believe, 
of this government, 

We beg leave to obferve, that the prefent unhap- 
py difputes in which the colonies are involved, were 
‘begun for the detence and prefervation of ib char- 
tered rights and privileges of the colonies, and their 
then forms of government. And wehumbly appre- 
hend, that the changing the conftitution at this cri- 
tical period, would be ating contrary to the avowed 
principles on which the oppofition was made to the 
oppreflive meafures of the Britith miniftry, would 
tend very much to difunite the people, and be pro- 
ductive of the moft dangerous confequences. ? 

The experience of all ages and nations, clearly 
manifefting, that conftitutional changes never fail 
to alarm the people, and roufe their fears; and unlefs 
they are gone into with the greateft delicacy, delibe- 
ration and caution, and with the entire approbation 
of the people in general, are attended with the moft 
violent convulfions, often fatal to their liberty and 

property. 
_. We farther beg leave to fay, that if the honorable 
houfe fhould adopt our ideas, and determine to con- 
tinue. to exercife the powers the conftitution hath 
invefted them with, we are firmly perfuaded. they 
may rely upon the fupport of their conitituents. 

We therefore humbly pray, that the houfe may 
not, by diflolving itfelf, of otherwife, yield up any 
of the powers the conftitution hath entrufted them 
with, under. the. pretence ef conveniency or necef- 
fity.. But retaining them in their own hands, may 
continue to exercife them for thé good of their con- 
ftituents; and we, asin duty bound, &c. 
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e Thefera mere: times that al mers ful? saan 
DIONYSIUS could’ no longer impofe on.men ‘of 
fagacity, who were not willingly deceived. Mary- 
land foon fubdued all proprietary oppofition, Penns 
fylvania alfo'pafled’ through ths difficulty’ with ho-. 
nor. But, alas! for Delaware, fubjugateéd’ as the 
was, with the chief powers and emolunients: of! go= 
vernment in the hands of proprietary agents; drained 
oi many of her belt whigs, by the regiment faifed at’. 
that time; and feduced by the: arts and‘ affiduity of 
the: proprietary, adherents, fhe fell’ even from ‘the’ 
attainments {he had made; and*undeér the abfolute 
direction of DIONYSIUS;- was held in conftant: rea= 
dineis to be delivered up'to the’ enemy, if ever a 
practicable opportunity had offered: All this will! 
appear manitelt from what follows: and that DIOz 
NYSLU> mutt have funk-with DULANY, and the 
proprietary friends in Pennfylvania, under the repu- 
tation of a Tory; and loft alk* power and: influence’ 
inany ttate of the union, except Délaware: ~— * 

Independence was now the queftion: and although 
the whigs. made {ome exertions; by infttucting their 
reprefentatives, the proprietary tools furpafled them: 
in zeal and activity. Runners were employed “in 
the two lower counties particularby, to circulaté their * 
memorials and remonftrances againft independence: 
The. fears of the: people < were ‘ moftindufttionfly 
alarmed with the irrefiftable power of Great Britain; 
and the Church was put into imminent danger from 
aPrisbyicrian faQtion. Every other argument, which 
could be {uppofed to-influence an uninformed péo~- 
ple, who acted by the advice of others, rather than? 
from the exercife of their own’ reafon, was incul-- 
cated with great afliduity. In thort, this was the 
time, 
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- time, when the minds of the people of Delaware 
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Awere mott poifoned. Multitudes were induced, for 


‘the firft time, to oppofe by remonftrances, the ree 


gommefidation of congrefs. ‘This extorted repreaches 
from the revolutionifts. A faCtious {fpirit was cre- 
ated,. which eftablithed a live of diftin@iion between 
Whies and Tories; that lafted throughout the war. 

Although DIONYSIUS lay {nug during thefe 


; ‘tranfactions, it was eafy to difcover: his dire@ting 
hand. His friends, indeed, in circulating the remon- 


firances. againft tiidepcidence, did not hefitate to 


_ declare they were to be put into his hands, and ufed 
at his diferetion.. Every man elected or appointed 
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“to office; under the influence of thefe falfe colour- 


ings, actedin ftri& concert with him, or rather un- 
der his direction and influence. It was his repeated 
declaration, There was not a tory in Suffex county. 
And when Tom Robinfon was atrefted by the light 
infantry of Dover; as a petfori made infamous and 
{candalous, by the publication of the committee a 
infpettion of Suffex, DIONYSIUS caballed for a 
week; until he eftablithed his feat 1 in the houfe of 
teprefentatives, 

(But to explain the attachment anid Sou eGiAn of 
_ DIONYSIUS with Rebiafen, and the other repre- 
 fentatives fro from Suflex, it sctthibe néceflary to give 
~ fome account of this county, and their election at 


Bi ccvcs, in OGober, 1775. This Rebimfem was a 


' man of property, and had been a leader in the pro- 


prietary faction for fome years. Perfectly unprin- 
cipled, and fubfervient to direGtion, he of courfe at 
this time, became a leader in oppofition to indepen- 


. dence. With all the induftry of interefted tools, he, 


| and his affociates of the fame connettion, prejudiced 
G a peony 
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a majority of the people of Sufflex sgainfbindepens 
dence. 


Upon:this principle*it was, that Reetrefen, 
and others of the fame political croutl owere ‘dlegted. 
teprefentatives of the people. rte 
The whigs bore all this: with a degree Af sist ong 
peculiar to Delaware Rebiefen, rendered idarlefs by 
his fuce efs, and the forbearance of the whigsy ‘pro- 
ceeded boldby i inhis villanies. By -everyomeans in 
his power, he feduced the people to break through 
the: noti- “importation ¢ agreement. In particulary he 


purch: afed a large a anne of tea, and deals i out to 


. Having by - 


all svyhom -he could perfuade to ufe it, 















this ‘time a degree of contempt for all oppofition, 


there was fo little referve in thefe tranfaions, that 
the committee. of obfervation of the county, could 
not avoid taking notice of them.— 


“tteé EN lifhed ‘him inthe mews-papersy “as. an 
Sestiy to his country. It was upon this ground, the 
hiehtaint fantry company of Dover feized upon Robin- 
fon, -on? his’ way to | take, his feat the houfe 
of reprefentatives, at New-Caftle; and demanded 
of the legiflature, thathe fhould noe be permitted 


After a mature — 
oa and judgment of his conduct, ‘thes com 


to fit as a reprefentative’ of the people, while: cover-_ 


ed'with charges of fo malignant adye. - Inftead of 
rerarding the iniquities ofthis culprit, DION YSLUS 
talked in a hich ftrain ofthe breach ‘of privilege 
of the thoufe.. An’ order iffued, fummoning» the: 
infantry’ to attend the houfe, which they inftantly 
obeyed.’ Mention was even made of imprifoning 
them for fo daring an offence. But'the ‘fpirit 
of’ New-Caftle county, did not: at that time; 
favor this’ meaftire It was fuggelted, they .muft 
find means of ‘confining a regiment or more of their 


militia, or they would not detain the infantry long. 
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Forsmany days after the examination of the. 
_witneffes, which went chiefly to an inquiry into the 
ofience of the infantry, there: was no.open difcuflion 
as ufual inthe houfe. At the ringing of the bell, a 
minority of patriotic members met regularly : but 
. DIONYSIUS, in fecret cabal, threatened {ome mem- 
Pi and allured others with promifes,,until he 
brought his meafures to bear, Finally, it was re- 
_ folved; that Robinfon. and his afiociate (who. had 
? alfo been/atrefted for ftanding in his defence) fhould 
take their feats; and the light infantry were dif- 
mifled iy 
This tranfa@ion had a mal ignant influence, on 
Delaware. The whigs thus brow-beaten, were dif- 
couraged, and the tories, aflured: of the patronage 
of DIONYSIUS, became boldand perfevering in their 
arts and indufiry for deceiving the people. Con/fitu- 
tional liberty, an artful phraie, implying dependence, 
anda retention of the old form of government, was 
eried up in oppofition to. the tyranny of congrefles 
and committees... All-people were. warned. againft 
the violence of Pel Byarians who had long ago 
made havock in New-! +ngland, and were now in con- 
cert with the yankees, no doubt for the purpofe of 
fome fecret mifchief. The {pecious epithet moderate 
was affumed by the tories, and given to all their men. 
and meafures, Every proprietary tool that could, be 
roufed, up, was now brought into action. Magil+ 
trates:and other aeons who in, ‘the beginning, to 
encourage the people to:adt in oppok ton to mini- 
{terial daealiites 3 alledged i¢ would beimoit proper for 
inen undommiflioned ;by. the government to ferve in 


1 
committees, at the fecond elegtion pilthed themfelves 


co 


into in efe bodies, in every hundred where. it was 


| 
practi ita DiS § 
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practicable’: not with defign to forward their-mea- 
fures, but, if poffible, to annihilate their authority. 
In the committee of Kent county, fome of thefe tools 
alledged, that having made the only praéticable op- 
pofition, it was time now we fhould fubmit to the 
irrefiftable power of Great Britain. One Clark, who 
had been bold and infolentin urging this do@rine 
in the committee, was feized upon by the people of 
Dover, and put into the pillory ; where he was pelt- 
ed with eggs, and diferaced as atraitor. “This “man 
being a juftice of the peace, and of fome confequence 
in the uninformed diftri€t where he lived, in a few 
days found means of arming fome hundreds of de- 
Juded followers, and marched them 18o0r 20 
miles, to be avenged of Dover. A company of 
light horfe, which from various piques and preju- 
dices, at this time induftrioufly excited, had aflocia- 
ted under officers perfely difaffe@ed, aflembled on 
the road above the town,ready to act in concert with 
Clark and his affociates from below. The infantry, 
however, commanded by a man of fpirit and ad- 

drefs, at the fhorteft notice put themfelves in a fuit- 

able pofture to give their aflailants a warm reception, 
Clark underftanding this, thought proper to halt a- 

bout a mile from thetown, untilhis herd of dupes,by 

the mediation of a couple of clergymen, were per- 

fuaded to return home. As to the heroic light horfe, 

difappointed of their hopes, in effe@ting a ‘complete 

furprife, they affe@ed the moft aukward ignorance 

of what they were about, and every one ftraggled 

his own way. In this manner was difeoncerted a 

plan laid by the tories, at once to be avenged of Do- 

ver, and, if poffible, to quell that zealous fpirit of 
independence, in the light infantry of rhetown,which 

from thence irradiated throughout the county, 
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Thus the firft infurreGtion in Delaware, happens. 
éd inthe county of Kent. But this was foon fol- 
lowed by a more ferious' one in Suffex. Inftead of 
collecting from a fingle diftri&, the tories flocked to- 
gether from the ial county. Inflead of hundreds, 
their numbers were repgrted by thoufands. And to 
quell them, it was thought neceflary to require aid 
of Congrefs. ‘Two batallions under the command 
of Col. Miles, and the Delaware regiment command. 
ed by Col. Hallet, were fent down to Lewes for this 
ptitpofe. ‘The how of reprefentatives alfo commil- 
fioned three of their own body to enquire into this 
affair. In this enquiry the commiffioners had full 
evidence that the leaders of the infurre@ion had 
held correfpondence with the enemies fhips, then in 
the bay 3 that they had taken advantage of the ge- 
neral difaffeCtion -of the people of this county, to col- 
le& them under various pretexts; that they ex- 
pected to have been joined by a detachment from 
the Roebuck; but in this they were difappointed ; 
that many of the moft zealous tories had rode and 
laboured whole nights 1 in their fecret machinations, 
to accomplifh this grand infurreCtion; and that the 
ignorant multitude had been flamped with bitter pre- 
judices againft the prevailing meafures of the conti- 
nent. All this appeared from letters and tranfaQi- 
ons, read and declared upon oath, before the com- 
mifhoners. Many of the deluded wretches, terri- 
fied with the unufual aeons of the military force 
now intheir arb confeffed their guilt, and fup- 
plicating’ pardon for their paft offences, pr cinited che 
- moft faithful fabmiffion in future, to all the regula- 
tions of Conerefs. Others, of whom it was proven 
that they had gone on board the fhips of war, and 

folicited 
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Slicited. affiftance againft their countrymen, »had 
Spear: and could not.be»taken, Finally, the 
commifaioners ordered all thofe who were convicted 
from overt aéts of an intention of joining the ene- 
my, to be difarmed. With the utmoft humility, and 
apparent etatifnde for the lenity of their judges, they 
haftened to obey the mandate, brought in and deli- 
vered. up their arms, The declazatipn of thefe de- 
linguents, {ubfcribed by..a long lift of their names, 
was returned to the honfe of aflembly, and recorded 
on their minutes, where it ftands as a lafting monu- 
ment of difgrace to the ftate, as will-more fualby. ap- 
pear in the fequel. 

During thefe, tranfaGtions in Delaware;, the que- 
{tion of Independence was a agitated in congrefs; and 
the refpective legiflatures were inftructing their dele- 
gates on that fubjeQ. From the defcription of the 
Suffex eleCtion, in 1775, and the tranfaGiions of the 
county afterwards, nobody will doubt that their re- 
prefentatives were tories or anti-revelutionifts.. The 
reprefentatives from Kent this year, were as. deci- 
dedly whigs or revolutionifts. The important. que- 
ftion, ther efore, whether we fhould inftru@ for or 
deaint independence, was determined by. the repre- 
fentatives of New-Caftle. The people of this coun- 
Us almoft nie well difpofed, were therefore 

the lefs fufpicious; and DIONYSIUS had fo con- 
trived as to have a ajority of their reprefentatives,. 
though men at ot ecious charatéers,| his faft friends; 
and really ler his direQion. Thus, by means-of 
the Suflex ern 8 and-his friends Sokal New-Caftle, 
DIONYSIUS procured inftruGions from the houfe, 
to himfelf and colleagues, our delegates in congrels, 
i) oppofe indepr CNC? GE. 


In 
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-In congrefs, DIONYSIUS faithfully obeyed his 
inftructions, throughout the whole debate upon this 
we queftion; and his colleague, knowing how 
thefe inftructions were obtained, and that they were 
not the fenfe of the virtuous aan of the community 
he reprefentei, more faithfully Ai NG them. 
Without. powers to corrupt congrels,! DIONYSIUS, 
on this occafion, could only betray his fineffe, sha 
the confidéntial commerce between him and the pro- 
prietary friends.. Hence it was, that fome. of the 
moft fagactous mén at that! time in congrefs, pro- 
nounced him » better fitted for the, diftri@ of S¢, 

ames's, than the region of. Anickicn, ) FF 

Finally, although to avoid fingularity, he agreed 
to fign' the. declaration, yet how well heintended to 
fulfil the folemn engagement he had thus iubfcribed, 
let.every reader judge from what follows. 
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A general account. of 
_Dionyfius, from the 
declaration. of Inde- 
pendence, to his: ap- 
pointment toa conti- 
nental officer, in De- 
Cember, 1782. 


PON the declaration of independence, a new 

and farcical fcene opened. However morti- 
fied at this event, the tories did not defpair of finally 
fucceeding ; but with defign to prevent, if poffible, 
the eftablifhment of independence, it was cofiveni- 
ent to hold faft the powers of government. With 
an addrefs, therefore, peculiar to themfelves, men 
who had been the moft avowed advocates for the 
king, now appeared at the head of proceffions for 
burning his arms, and forward in all the parade of 
the people. Thofe who had rode through the coun- 
try, preaching againft independence, were now 
equally active in foliciting votes for themfelves and 
their friends, as members of the ftate convention, 
for 





bic 36 2 
_ for framing the new conftitution, To the open 
force of authority, they joined the fap of fecret 
machination, All who had ever taken the wrong 
- fiep of oppofition, were confirmed in their prejudi- 
ces, and new converts were added by every poffible 
device. Men of property were alarmed with the 
horrors. of civil war, and the confifcations and death 
- confequent upon a conqueft of the country. A cry 
_of humanity for the poor went forth; and all were 
exhorted to choofe moderate men, as more likely to 
‘give a chance of reconciliation, than violent 
whigs. 
The tories Pieceadadt in their eleétions in both the 
lever counties. From Suffex, indeed, there was a 
double return of whigs and tories. The whigs, to 
avoid cabal and violence, chofe to meet in their re- 
fpedctive hundreds for the purpole of electing, after 
the manner of choofing committee-men. The tories 
elected at Lewes, by a general meeting of the county. 
Although the whig delegates were returned by moft 
votes, DIONYSIUS alledged the tories were ele&ted 
more conformably to the direction of the legiflature: 
.and upon this principle, they were eftablifhed in 
their feats.) From New-Caftle, there was a refpect- 
able delegation; but DIONYSIUS among the reft, 
and net without his ufual complement of adherents. 
The convention met in Auguft, 1776. DIONY- 
SIUS, now aéting before the face of the continent, 
did not dare to obtrude any of his corruptions on the 
new conftitution The prefent Chief Juftice of 
-Pennfylvania took a leading part in this bufinefs ; 
and a conftitution was formed, upon the principles 
adopted by the ftates which had gone before us. 
Like moft of the other ftate conftitutions, the execu- 
D tive 


















































f 26° 3 


tive is lightin the balance: a circumftance of which 
DIONYSIUS did not fail to take the earlieft advan- 
tage. Notwithftanding DIONYSIUS fubmittéd’ to 
the new conflitution, as a meafure of courfe, that 
could be no longer avoided, it will appear, that he 
ardently fought to maintain his power paramount in 
the ftate, for the purpofe of returning to his favorite 
dependence on Great-Britain, and proprietary domi- 
nation, if ever practicable, or otherwife to make the 
beft of the new conflitution. . 
Although in forming the new ‘conftitution, and 
fundry other tranfa@tions relative to the continent, 
this convention acted with a fpecious fhew of regard 
to the authority ‘of congrefs; yet before they rofe, 
by an affumed authority, they reftored to the Suffex 
infurgents their arms, and even their refpeCtive com- 
mands in the militia: and it was not long after- 
wards, before feveral of the Suffex deputies, who 
had ferved in convention, took up their refidence 
with the enemy. 
” The firft eleCion for reprefentatives, agreeably to 
the new conftitution, was held in October follow- 
ing. This was a moft important election, as all the 
offices of government were to be filled up by thofe 
elected. On the day of eletion, the tories of Suf- 
fex affembled in"a tumultuous manner at Lewes, cut 
down the liberty-pole, fet it up at vendue, and cal- 
led upon the whigs to bid for their wooden god! To — 
complete the farce, they fold the flag toa foreigner, 
for thirteen pence. Bullies with clubs, were placed 
at the court houfe door, and the electors, as they 
éntered to vote, were queflioned whether they were 
for the King, or not? ‘Vhofe who anfwered in the 
affirmative, were permitted to vete; but if in the 
negative 


borag” 


feeative, they were driven away, ‘The whigs pe 
tioned the general affembly, that the eletion might 
be fet afide, as unfair and illegal. But DIONYSIUS 
on’ this occafion, fet up this doctrine That thofe, 
- who had been reftrained by violence, from voting, 
ought, to feek redrefs, as in other cafes of civil injury, 
by an action at law for damages; and the election 
was eftablithed. 

With redoubled diligence in_deceivi ing and cor- 
rupting the people, the tories carried their eledtion | in 
Kent alfo; and DIONYSIUS was not without his 
friends, even in New-Caflle. . He himfelf was elected 
into the legiflative council. He was now abfolute, 

with dictatorial powers: and from the manner in 
which he filled up the government, we may judge 
perfectly of the man. 

Probably to gain time, ie fome arrangements, 
and have further communication on the fubjedt, the 
bufinefs of filling up the new government, was put 
off from the October feflions, until the next meeting 
of the legiflature, and the government tranfacted in 
the mean time, by the council of fafety. 

In February, 1777, the folicitous curicfity .of 
every whig was gratified, in his complete mortifica- 
tion. The firft officer appointed, was the prefident 
of the ftate. Our noted prefident, who firft filled 
the chair of office, had behaved well enough in the 
beginning of our troubles. Being a weak and vain 
man, he had performed the parade of a militia offi- 
cer, with apparent zeal. But, as fome fuppofed, 
from a little cultivation of his vanity; or, as others 
alledged, from a timidity with refpect to his great 
eftate, he was at this time confidered asa mere patch 
apon the back of DIONYSIUS, Although this man 

was 
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was a Presbyterian, he carried his eleétion by 4 great 

majority, azainft Cz/ar Rodney. ‘The Prefbyterians 
of his own county voted againft him; but the 
tories of Kent and Suffex carried him with zeal. 
This circumflance is noted particularly, to expofe 
the deteftable affeCtation of the tories, at’ all times, 
in facrificing the facred rights of religion, to their 
bafe political prejudices. 

The appointment of the judges of the fupreme 
court came next upon the carpet. The firft or chief 
juftice appointed to this court, ‘held the fame office, 
with other lucrative employmente under the propri- 
etary government. . He relinquifhed the lucrative 
employments he held under the former government, 
rather than take the oaths to the new one. Both 
the other judges, under the old government, were 
of profeffed revolution principles: the one from 
Kent county was elected ; but the other, from Suf 
fex, was rejected, and a man of known oppofition 
to independence, appointed in his place. Finally, 
however, none of them qualified. | 

It is remarkable, that the minutes of the houfe of 
affembly declare an unanimous vote in favour of the 
juttices appointed to fill the courts of common-pleas, 
in the refpective counties, owing toa piece of fineiie, 
for which DIONYSIUS alone can be fufpe&ted. It 
was propofed in private, that the reprefentatives 
from each county, fhould determine the perfons to 
be elected from their own counties refpectively. The 
patriots from -New-Caftle, trembling for the reputa- 
tion of their own county, durft not oppofe the pro- 
pofition. Hence New-Caftle obtained a refpectable 
appointment ; and the two lower counties, men of 


the following defcription, 
In 





ti ) 


In Kent county, the chief juftice appointed to the 
pleas. was a man too honeft, and confeguently pof- 
feffed of too fqueamith a todfelenee: to fwear to main- 
tain a government which he wifhed never to be 
eftablithed: he therefore declined to take the oaths. 
‘The famous Clark, who had been pilloried and egged 
at Dover, was appointed 2d juftice. A noted bully, 
who, on all occafions, curfed the Boftonians as re- 
bels and traitors, and had fortified his houfe with 
loop-holes and guns, for his defence againft whigs 
and committees, was appointed 3d juftice. Anda 
min, detained a long time under guard, by General 
Smialiwaad: for a well grounded. fulpicion of trai- 
terous and ‘treafonabie praGtices, was appointed 4th 
juftice. ‘Some time afterwards, Clark was advanced 
to the place of chief juftice, and his place of 2d 
juftice, was filled by amen, who, at the fame time 
Clark was pilloried, efcaped from a window, from 
fear, excited by confcious guilt only, and hiding in 
the fwamps, did not dare to comé forth, until he had 
written the moft abject conceflions to the captain of 
the light infantry. Thefe men all {wore allegiance 
to the flate; and we may judge of the fincerity of all 
the reft, iy the 3d juftice, who, though a profefled 
infidel, did not hefitate to fibferibe the declaration 
of faith in the trinity, required by the conftitution. 

In Suffex county, the judge of the higheft defcrip- 
tion, if not of higheft appointment, was a militia 
captain, who, after vain attempts to feduce a bro- 
ther officer of the fame batallion, to engage in the 
infurreGtion, with an/armed force, plundered his 
whig neighbour of his arms and ammunition; and 
with many execrations againft congrefles and com- 


mittees, joined the infurgents: he was difarmed, 
and 
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and recorded on the black lift of Suffex, on the mi- 
nutes of the aflembly in 1776; andin 1777, he was 
feleted to adminifter righteous judgment to the 
whigs of that county. Another juftice appointed 
to this court, was a militia colonel, who had drawn 
all of his batallion that he could, into the infurrec- 
tion. -'The other two juftices, if not equally dif- 
eraced, were as profefledhy oppofed to indepen- 
dence. They confidered their appointment, as 
merely to fill a gap for a feafon; and had no idea 
that the new government could long ftand. 

The juftices of the peace, and other ofMicers of 


government, were appointed upon like principles, 


Officers under the old government, any ways diftin- 
guifhed for revolution principles, were left out of 
all appointments under the new conftitution: or if 
very refpetable in the eyes of the people, perhaps, 
appointed to fome inferior efiice. 
ney was packed into the fupreme court, between two 
tories; and N. V. Dyke was appointed judge of the 
admiralty. Thefe gentlemen, recolle€ting that there 
are times when a private ftation is the poft of honor, 
refufed to ferve. ‘TI’. Rodney, though a magiftrate 
under the former government, was now left out of 
commiffion. He was captain of the light-infantry 
of Dover, and therefore very obnoxious to the repre- 
fentatives of his county. 

Thefe facts are fo aftonifhing, 
credit out of the ftate. 
truth of thefe facts, fhall reft the credit of this whole 
hiftory. It is alfo true, that the concert between 
DIONYSIUS and the tories at this time, and ever 


as hardly to gain 


Thus Cefar Rod- | 


Neverthelefs, upon the. 





after, renders it indifputable among the whigs of | 


Delaware, that he was the author and'contriver of 
4 thefe 
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thefe sennibent wkd hence we eaaeebly con-= 


clude, that from this time forward, his objects were 


to maintain a fair face to the continent, and the 


county of New-Caftle, and to employ the tories of 
Kent and Suffex, as the chief inftruments of his 
power and thfueneat 

Itisa maximknown andeftablithed inall deliberative 
affemblies, never to appoint or employ men to exe- 
cute what they do not approve. But to eftablith 
our independence, the Dionyfian policy was to pre- 
fer men pofleffed of the moft bitter prejudices again 
it. Isit not thena moft reafonable conclufion, that 
_ it was his intention to put the government into. fuch 
hands, as to furrender it conveniently, with claims 
for his meritorious fervices, whenever a {uitable op- 
- portunity fhould offer? 

Notwithftanding the repeated deetecarton of DIO- 
NYSIUS, that there were no tories in Suffex, Tom 
Rakion: and Boaz Manlove, who had both been his 
faft friends in the legiflature, were now deteéted in 


a traiterous correfpondence with the enemy. The 
latter had embezzled a large fum of paper money, 


entrufted with him for.the purpofe of figning. And 
a letter from the former, giving a moft exulting de- 
{cription of the fuccefs of the King’s friends, at the 
late eleCtion in Suffex, was intercepted on its way to 
New-York. <A fecret meflenger was difpatched, to 
feize and bring them before the legiflature ; but they 
had friends. who gave them more fecret notice, and 
they efcaped to the enemy. A number of others, 
from the fame county, taken in an illicit commerce 
with the enemy, and confined in the goal of Phila- 
' delphia, petitioned to be releafed ; and by the inter- 
pofition of our legiflature, were difcharged, but ne- 
ver punifhed. 
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The capture of our prefident by the enemy, with 
the train of confequences attendant thereon, hap-, 
pened in September, 1777. This had fo little the 
appearance of accident, that many people fufpecicd 
delign. It mutt be confeffed, however, the better 
opinion is, that it was owing to the ftupidity of the 
man himfelf, rather than to any dire€tion of DIO- 
NYSIU3.. For this. contingency brought DIONY- 
SIUS into a refponfible fituation, at a critical time, 
when he by no means liked it. As fpeaker of the 
legiflative council, it n»w became his duty to admi- 
nijter the government. Inftead of fubtil arts, the 
time and circumftances required a bold and oftenfi- 
ble behaviour in the firft magiftrate. This did not 
fuit the genius of DIONYSIUS; and he betook him- 
felf to a place of fafety in the Jerfey. 1 he govern- 
ment then devolved upon the {peaker of the houfe of 
Aflembly. He. exerted himfelf amidit the dangers 
that furrounded him, likea brave man; and, hunted 
to the borders of Pennfylvania, by refugees and emil- 
{aries fent out by the enemy to take him, was pro-. 
tected by providence. But DIONYSIUS, at a con- 
venient feafon, was conduéted to his own fhore, 
moft complaifantly, by a Britith barge. 7 
In O&tober, 1777, the tories of Suffex being again 
infolent at the general eleGtion, the whigs, embol- 
dened by the ufe of arms, andirritated by their laft 
year's condu@, drove them ina body out of town.. 
The whigs, on this occafion, made a great parade of 


‘arms, and the tories were exceedingly panic-ftruck, 


In New-Caftle county this fame year, it being unfafe 
to meet at the town of New-Caftle, the election was, 
held at New-Ark. This circumftance was attended. 
with the rare contingency, that every member re- 
turned 


| (e339. ') 
turned for New-Caftle, were whigs, or Anti-Diony- 


_ fians, which implies the fame thing. ‘Thus the houfe 


of affembly confifted of whigs from New-Cafile, and 
tories from Kent: from Sullex there was no return. 
Thus conftituted, the houfe caballed for a fortnight, 


- without appointing a fpeaker: for from whichever 


county the fpeaker fhould be appointed, the other 
would have the majority upon the floor. The tories 
were afraid of a fevere teft act; and the whigs did 
not choofe to give them the advantage at fo critical . 
a conjuncture. Finally, they broke up, without 
doing a fingle legiflative a@. At their next meeting, 
however, after previous ftipulations folemnly en- 
tered into, a Kentifh man took the chair, and writs 
were iffued for a new eleGtion in Sufiex The tories, 
on this occafion, did not appear ; and the whigs car= 
ried their election, with little or no oppofition, —_ 
The whigs now had a decided fuperiority in the 
houfe of aflembly; but DIONYSIUS maintained 
his majority in the legiflative council: for the eleQik 
ons, which had brought about the revolution in the 
lower houfe, had changed but a member or. two in 
the other branch of the legiflature: Long debates of 
courfe enfued, relative to a teft at: and it was not 


-until May, 1778, that the whigs. could obtain the 


** Act for the further fecurity of the government.” 

In the meantime, every one did that which was 
right in his own eyes; and our tory magiftrates, in 
the two lower counties efpecially, appeared to fmile 


at our misfortunes. They feemed to indulge the 


pleafing hope, that the diftrefles of the country 
would redouble the difaffetion of the people. It 
was frequently fuggeted, Thee are the blefings of 


Independence. “The refugees plundered our whole 
coatt ; 
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coalt; but DIONYSIUS conftantly ‘oppofed ‘imesa- | 
fures for our effectual ‘defence’ againft thefe’robbers. | 
Tories from among ourfelves penetrated to every | 
part of the ftate, feized our moft zéalous whigs, and. 
carried them on board the Britith fhips. Various 
infurrections took place; and formal camps’ were | 
inftituted, in both Kent and Suffex. /Thefe, in mof | 
inftances, were fubdued, by the voluntary and brave 
exertions of the whigs. ‘The government lay pro- 
ftrate as it were, and withing to be conquered. 

In this ftate of our affairs, the refugees did not. 
difcriminate {9 accurately between whigs and tories, | 
as was hoped and expected by the latter. Itbecame | 
an object then with all parties, to have a court efta- 
blifhed, capable and willing withal, to take notice of 
bold offeniers againft the peace’ and order of the 
ftare, The prefen chief juftice was therefore foliz 
cited to fill the chair of the fupreme court. ‘He was 
a profeflional man, and of independent principles. 
But thetwo puifne judges appointed to his affiftance, 
were in ftridt fubferviency to the policy of. DIONY- 
SITUS. The chief juftice, not much dpproving his 


i 


colleagues, and the affiitants having no folicitude 
about the duties of their appointment, thefé judges 
never met in ccurt. After the eleGion of 1777, the 
chief juftice, with defign of obtaining a reformation 
ia the court, refigned his appointment; and the only 
aflittant, who had qualified, followed his example. 
The general aflembly then reap-pointed the chief 
juftice; and inftead of the two former afliftants, ano- 
ther lawyer was added to the court; and for the 
third juftice, a man of genius and knowledge, and 
of known revolution rrinciples. Thus one inde- 
penueit judicatory: was obtained; but unattended 

with 
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}) with thofe ad vantages to the ftate which might have 
}) been expected.. With.a theriff of his own connec- 
} tion, to return juries, DIONYSIUS found no dif- 
1 ficulty in fereening the vileft culprits from ‘the ven- 
4 Beance of fri jaltice: and the court had the mor- 
| tification to fee, that they contributed more: to the 
emolument of the unprincipled (advocates of tories 
pand refugees, than to the fuppreflion of thofe enor- 
| mities and violences pra@ieed againit the community. 

The elections of 1777, allo favoured the appoint- 
ment of: a prefident faithful to, the revolution, in 
place of him whovhad been captured, But the body 
| of the people had been fo deceived, and ftamped 
with prejudices againft independence, by their lead- 
€rs, and-even by many officers of the government, 
who, notwithftanding their oaths, continued to prac- 
tife all the arts of dilaffetion, that it was not pofi- 
Dle to reduce them to order and good povernment. 
Laws were made in compliance with the recom- 
|mendations of Congrefs ; but ‘effeCtual pains were 
‘taken, that they fhould never be carried into éxe- 
{cution, This was efpecially obfervable in trainin 
ithepnilitia, Whenever laws were made for this ur 
pote, the tories conftantly exerted themfelves to put 
(the command into the hands of difafleGed perfons ; 
and withal to have the law clogeed with fome un- 
|popular claufe or impediment, that mieht' render 
(the execution of it impracticable. Finally, militia 
laws and mufterine became unpopular, and all mili- 
ja exercifes were difcontinued. 
) The fure proteGion of the tories encouraged them, 
to be obftinate in their rebellion againft the new go- 
yernment.--Neither the influence of 9 whig prefi- 
dent, nor the inftitution of the fupreme court, aided 
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by a number of well-affected juftices of the peace, 
(appointed in lieu ofthofe who had fled to the enemy, 
turned refugees, or otherways abdicated their office) 
were fufficient to prevent the infurreCtion, called 
the Black Camp, fo late as Auguft, 1780. This was 
a Setite guerre inftituted by the tories, f the exprefs — 
purpofe of refifting the execution of the laws 
under the new government; and was not fupprefled 
without confiderable bloodfhed. | 

From the inftitution of Cheney Clow’s camp, in 
1778, until this time, there were many indicative - 
fizns, that the Britith would feize upon the Delaware 
ftate, or, perhaps, the whole peninfula. In the gloo- 
my feafon of OGober, 1779, DIONYSIUS gave the 
hint to his followers, by refufing all governmental 
employments, even to be elected in the legiflature. 
or to ferve in congrefs.. The Britifh, however, on 
their way from New-York to Charlefton, in Decem- 
ber 1779, paffed us by unnoticed; and in October 
following, a complaifant fet of inhabitants, about 
New-Caftle, who never liked to be called tories, grati- 
fied his with, by placing DIONYSIUS in the houfe 
of Affembly. Mis bu | 

The Britith power in America, now in its wane, 
and the efficient aids granted us by the French Mo- 
narch, prefaging the exploits of 1781, rather than 
our return to a dependent ftate on Great, Britain, 
DIONYSIUS, therefore. entered into views of am- 
bition and emolument, under the new government. 
For thofe purpofes, it was neceflary to form alliances, 
and to employ fuitable perfons in Congrefs. Our dele- 
gates were therefore chofen from another ftate; and | 
every intereft of Delaware was facrificed at the fhrine | 
of Pennfylvania, for her influence, in the appoint- 
ment of DIONYSIUS toa high ofhce under con- 
| erefs, 
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grefs, with a revenue of feveral thoufand dollars per 
annum. 


The county of New-Caftle ought to blufh for this 
fhameful tranfaction. The whigs of Suflex voted 


' againft it; the tories of Kent and a majority of 


DIONYSIANS from the upper county, carried the 
meafure. With the aid and influence of the Penn- 
fylvania delegates, DIONYSIUS got his office; and 
judging from what has finee happened, we Have rea~ 
fon to conclude, that to this day he holds himfelf 
bound in gratitude, to betray the intereft of Dela- 
_- ware, as often as it comes in competition with that 
fof Pennfylvania. 


SEC T 1 O.N: IV. 


A general account of the 
Dionytian policy from. 
his appointment to of- 
fice, under the United 
States, until October, 
178.7. 
ROME S TUS Had now a denble part (0 ack: 
Petras Wea ee oe one Be 


_ therto the tories had but too fuccefsfully obftruéted 
and 









darity and influence, 


Lise 2%) 
and fruftrated every {cheme of revenue.. DIONY- 


SIU Sapparently entered {fincerely intothe views ofthe 


Pinancier ; and laid fpecie taxes, even in oppofition 
to fome of his tory connedtions. He alfo promoted 
a law for colle&ing the taxes. .by county colleétors, 
and for appropriating them more certainly to conti- 
nental ufe, than had been done.. But he could ne- 


ver be prevailed on to let:a law pals for the more 


equal affeffment of property. And. wherever men 
were concerned, it was molt manifeft, that his chd- 
fen vellels were fuch as were either narrowed by 
bigotry, prejudiced through zonorance, or foured 
by the malicious enmity of apofacy: for an open 
difcovery of thefe malignant paffions was, and con- 
tinues to be, the fureft means of promoting the low 
amDition of thofe.who are capable of them. 

The fuccefs of the campaign of 1781, with the 
tegular profpect of peace and independence, made a 
{trong impreffion-on the minds of the people, .. They 
were now convinced, that the tories had treated them 
with great deception, and thatthe whigs had been 
honeft,. Many of our leading tories loft all popu- 
In Suffex_ the: multitude ‘of 
tories, who had refufed or negleéted to give allegi- 
anceto the -{tate, agreeably to the tef{t a@, feemed 
difpofed to reftin peace; without further difturbing 
the government. All this had a favourable influence 
on the electors and elected, in OGober, 1782, a 
noted and important year, when our prefident abdi- 
cated the government. 

Our prefident fignified his acceptance. of the. go- 
vernment of Peanfylvania in January, and the gene- 
ral aflembly proceeded to the, appointment of ano- 
nother,in his ftead, in February 1783. DIONYSIUS 

bey did 
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did not attend at the firft of the feffion. in this 
interval the tories folicited-the chief juftice to accept 
the prefidency of the fiate. Some fuppofed this was 
only ‘fineffe, to divert the whigs from the choice 
they had fixed upon; others that the tories wiihed 
to fill the judge’s feat with a man after their own 
heart ;. every body was foon convinced that this pro- 
pofal was not from perfonal regard for fo good a 
man as the chief juftice. For on the arrival of DI. 
ONYSIUS, he with di@atorial authority ordained, 
that they fhould choofe a quondam prefident who 
had been captured. All who were completely tram- 
melied obeyed. But DIONYSIUS’s confidence {> 
far deceived him, that he incautioufly counted upon — 
aman or two, who felt the force of independence 
too powerfully, to yield fuch abje@ {ubmiffion. He 
therefore loft his tool, and we got an independent 
governor. 

The difgrace of being reprefented in congrefs by 
foreigners, had, in two years time, become fo gene- 
rally impreffed upon every man of the leaft delicacy, 
that it was now no difficult tafk to appoint refidents 
of the ftate, inftead of our delegates from abroad. 
But what was moft mortifying to DIONYSIUS, 
ftaunch whigs only were delegated to congrefs, 
DIONYSIUS, though foiled in this manner, was far 
from giving up the objects of his ambition. He 
contrived to hedge the prefident about, with a privy 
council to his own liking; of which two out of 
four held the moft lucrative offices of the {tate, by 
his patronage: and he fo managed at the next gene- 
ral eleCtion, that with the members returned, and 
_efpecially from New-Caftle, he turned out, without- 
ceremony, all the whig members of Congrefs ; and 

among 
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aniong thofe appointed, put in-his gvondam Goverti~ 
ér. 
The example thus fet for turning out and putting 
in, by dint of majority, afforded a prefpect of fo 
flight a tenure of office, that of all thofe appointed, 
but one confented to ferve,and the ftate went unre- 
prefented a whole year. 3 

The elections of 1783, in both Kent and Suffex 
were difpuited” There being no difpute, however, as 
to the councillor for Kent county, the fame perfon 
being carried by all parties, DIONYSIUS entered 
into a long difcuffion of the fubje@t, for no reafon 
that can poflibly be imagined, but that of injuring 
the name and reputation of a number of refpedtable 
whig citizens,’ Thus it is re/olved of one, that he 
was in liquor—of a fecond, that he forcibly carried 
off the box containing in it the uncounted votes or 
tickets-—that the votes or tallies were faved from a 
third, who made anattempttofeizethem, that afourth 
behaved himfelf in a very diforderly. and unbecom- 
ing manner—that a fifth had knowledge of the at- 
tempt to take away the box before it was put in ex~- 
ecution. Finally, however, as an example for the 
houfe of aflembly to follow, the election for Kent was 
eftablithed, that of Suflex declared void. | | 

The houfe of aflembly, after a long hearing by 
council, made a kind of drawn battle, they agreed 
that both elections fhould be eftablifhed. At this) 
DIONYSIUS was much enraged. He reproached 
the New-Caftle members particularly for difregard- 
ing his advice and example ; and fwore a lot taker 
from the county at large, might give them a chance 
ef better members. 


The 




































a — 





ear 2 

The county of Suffex returned the fame member 
of couticil as before, and under the fame regulations 
of the eleGtion. “DICNYSIUS did not think proper 
“to reject him again; but at the fame time the elec- 
tion was confirmed, he dictated to council a long 
ftring of refolutions containing iuch explanations: of 
the laws relative,to elections, as were aptly fitted to 
encouragethetory non-jurors to qualify andoppofe the 
whigs. It was further refolved that the council 
were vefted with right and power of judging of the 
qualifications and elections of its own members; 
and confequéntly, to declare and make known its 
opinion upon the laws or any of them, prefcribing 
or limiting the qualifications of the eletors.. And 
laftly, copies of the foregoing refolutions and deter- 
minations of council were ordered to be fent to 
Suffex, and publicly read at the opening of the next 
election. 

It was very offenfive in the eyes of the people, 
that fundry refpeCtable juftices of the peace, whofe 
commiflions had expired, were now dilcontinued, 
and others recommended in their places... Two cir- 
cumftances contributed to ageravate this tranfaction. 

It appeared to have been accomplifhed by mere chi- 
-eane; anid afterwards avowed to be for no other 
teafon, than becaufe they: were not of ¢e Be Ba; 
litical panned 

Thefe and other acts of tyranny, by this memo- 
rable feffions, fo far excited the refentment of the 
people, that in OGober following, 1784, the whigs 
fucceeded in their, eleGlions th roughout the fate: 
Even New-Caftle on this occafion, feemed more 
awake than ufual. DIONYSIUS, however, had 

hefore 
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\ 42) 
before obtained a feat in the legiflative council, and 
could not be fhaken. | Sa 

This general aflembly, with a decorum proper to 
whigs, reappointed the member of congrefs of the 
preceding year, who agreed to ferve; and appointed 
others in the place of thofe only, who had refufed 
to attend upon that duty. They alfo redrefled to 
the utmoit of their power, thofe honeft magiftrates, 
whom the party rage of the preceding affembly had — 
unwarrantably affronted. They were now reap- 
pointed by the houfe of affembly, to receive the 
prefident’s commiffion. 3 

_ Although by the diminution of the DIONYSIAN 

faction in the legiflature, he had it lefs in his power 

to tyrannize, during this feffion than ufual; yet he 
did not fail to difcover the ftrong features of his cha- 

racter. ‘The “ A& for calling in and deftroying 

“‘fuch ofthe Bills of Creditemitted by any ofthelawsof 

“ this ftate, &c.” commonly called the Loan-Office 

Law, could not pafs the council without an amend- 

ment, for inferting the guzt-rénts due to the proprie- 

taries, as an exccpted incumbrance upon mortgaged © 
premifes. The money called in and burned by this 

act was notorioufly hoarded up by difaffe@ted per- 

fons, DIONYSIUS therefore entered on the minutes 
his diffent to the pafling of the law; and protefted 
folemnly again{t the breach of faith, in ealling in the 
bills of credit, at fo depreciated a rate, as /eventy-jive 
for one.- This advocate for public credit, never- 
thelefs found means of preventing any refolutions 
whatloever from pafling the council, for the pay- 
ment of the intereft due on the depreciation certifi- 
cates, in the hands of military men and other revo- 
lutionifts ; until by accident his official duty called. 
him 
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him to Virginia in June 1785, during the feflion of 


the legiflature ; .and in his abfence, refolutions pafled_ 


without difficulty fora more liberal and timely pay- 
ment of intereft to the public creditors, than had ever 
before been offered. : 

Thus it appears, that according to the DIONYSIAN 
policy, public faith is to be immaculate with refpect 
to tories; but of no force and validity in regard to 
whigs. The tranfaGtions of the enfuing years relating 
to the bufinefs of finance, will afford fill more fink- 
ing fpecimens of the public faith and virtue of 
this leading politician. 

So many of the difaffected in Suffex had refufed 
to take the teft neceflary to qualify them to vote, that 
the whigs of that county had uniformly carried their 
ticket, at the general elections, from the year 1777, 
until O&tober 1785. Previous to this election, an 
effeGtual arrangement was made for turning out all 
the whigs. The tories of Suffex are fo deftitute of 
talents, that we never fufpected them for devifing 
the meafures now purfued; but that an adjutant 
general went down from Kent county, properly in- 
flruéted to fettleand arrange their plans. Certain apo- 
ftate charaéters were employed to hunt up and quali- 
fy all the difaffe@ted who could be prevailed on to take 
the teft. As the law for the further fecurity of the 
government did not exprefily forbid it, refusees and 
black-campers who had fought againft the whigs fo 
lately as 1780, were now diligently fought for, and 
by acultivation of their refentments againft their late 
conquerors, were excited ' to qualify. Magiftrates 
were carried about to adminifter the oath to thele 
mifcreants. The vouchers, according to the ftrict 


conftruétion of the law and the practice of that coun- 


ty, fwore they believed'them to be good friends to 
| the 
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Be 4 the government. Occafionally Whole crowds were 
: thus vouched for at once. They were furnifhed 
with formal certificates of their qualification, and 
enjoined to attend the eleétion. or he 

_ With thefe auxiliaries the tories out-numbered 
the whigs, and carried their cleétion. There was 
indeed a fufpicion of fraud alfo; but as that ‘could 
not be proved, the whigs fubmitted to the event. 

~ The condué of the tories on this occafion, to- 
wards the theriff of the county, illuftrates the {pirit 
from which they acted. This officer was a brave 


: man, who, in quality of a captain in the Delaware 
| regiment, was among the gallant defenders of Mud- 
i Ifland. By the burfting of a fhell near his head, he 
| _~ was deprived of his hearing, and compelled. to quit 


the fervice. On the return of health and reftora- 
tion of his hearing, in fome degree, the whigs,: in 
gratitude for his gallantry and juferings in the caufe 
of independency, elected him theriff of the county: 
but the tories with unfeeling hearts, or rather with 
,,... Prejudiced refentment, at the glory which fhone 
around this brave man, employed their refugees and 


; blackscampers to deprive him of his office, a year 

; before the expiration of the time, which the law 

; permitted him to hold it. This was done without 

‘ the thadow of complaint apainft him as an officer. 
: anc is as unprecedeented as it is difsraceful to the 

i county 

: The’ cle&ions of the two upper counties this year, 

4 


fucceeded well enough, ‘except that DIONYSIUS 
was returned a member of the legiflative council, by 
the county of New-Caftle. His pecultar efforts were 
therefore confined to the tranfaGions of council, 
But his influence and tyrannic exertions were not 
the lefs confpicuous. 
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The eee of the houfe of aflembly, obferving 
that the lucrative offices of the ftate were generally 
“employed by the DIONYSIAN fadlion as mere 
finecures, for retain ing advocates; that independent 
men ‘were crowded out whenever it was  pofibe, 
and the plaineft indications given; that none could 

* enjoy the emoluments of office, but eee as would 
meanly bow the neck, and take on them the drud- 
gery of faction, pafleda bill through the lower houfe 
for taxing. the lucrative offices. They hoped thus 
to have corrected the vice of corruption, and ime 
proved the finances of the fate. But DIONYSIUS 
oppofed this law with all his powers; and effetu- 
ally obftrudted its tranfit through the council. 

The member of council laf cletted for Kent 
county, boldly advocated the: ta: cOEPOr lucrative 
offices. his man moreover was a War whig, whom 
DIONYSIUS had probably long before marked as 
not to his purpofe. ‘His next pr rojed therefore was 
to wreak his vengeance upon a man, whomhe de- 
{paired of corrupting or miflea ding Sundry cir- 
cumftances inthe manner and plan of his attack, 
at the laft meeting of the jeans ititel in this year, 
ferve to evince, that he had premeditated the alae 
and came prepared to fubdue and difgrace this in- 
convenient member | by a coup de main. 

The tax-bill for raifing £ £21,000, for the year of 
1786, had been fent up to Paani at a ee alt 
feilion, and aa at By DIONYSIUS to plod-upon, 
during the recefs of the legiflature. Imme ediatcly up- 
on the meeting of the ceneral ate bly, in Tune, 

1786, the EoNettor of Neve Ca Ale county came to 
Dover, and on ‘tee alf ofa number of taxables of that 
county, demanded ofthe loan-officer (the obnoxious 

| member 
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member before mentioned) written certificates of in- 
tereft, conformably to the requifition of 1784. 
There is reafon to believe the colleor a&ted on this 
occafion by the direlion of DIONYSIUS, merely as 
a pretext for what followed; becaufe he had been 
repeatedly informed before, that the loan-officer had 
nofuch powers. DIONYSIUS, however, made'this a 
matter of clamorous complaint, in the open ftreet, 
until a mere mob was collected to hear him declaim 
againft the loan-officer. Curiofity led the loan-ofh- 
cer to attend and hear among others, and not com- 
prehending well the meaning of DIONYSIUS, he 
told him flatly, that he made but a rude and ill-judg- 
ed apology for the delinquency of New-Cafile coun- 
ty: for he haftily concluded DIONYSIUS had _no- 


thing elfe in view. This mode of attack proving 


~unfuccefsful, DIONYSIUS withdrew fuddenly ; and 


in council, foon convinced the loan-officer, he had 
fomething more at heart than merely an apology for 


‘his county. 


In council, the tax-bill was committed to a com- 
mittee of three, for amendment. Two members 
were appointed with DIONYSIUS to this duty. 
DIONYSIUS clofeted his colleagues, and eafily per- 
fuaded them to agree to 49 amendments ; the refult 
of his feeret lucubrations. Among the reft was 
one declaring the office of ftate treafurer, held by 
the obnoxious member, to be incompatible with that 
of continental loan-officer, which he alfo held. The 
loan-officer took exception to fundry of the amend- 
ments, as incongruous and repugnant to the requifi- 
tion of congrefs ; but took no notice of that which 
related to the treafurer’s office. DIONYSIUS took 
frequent and taunting notice of this article ; but no- 

| thing 
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thing could be extorted from the member whom i+ 
wasintendedtoprovoke intofomeindiferetion, but that 
he was ready to relign the office, when thofe who 
gave it were difpofed te refume their appointment : 
and he refigned accordingly, as foon asthe amend- 
ments were fent tothe houfe of aflembly. By DI- 
ONYSIUS’s amendment, not a moment was allow- 
ed the treafurer to make up his accounts. The office 
was, as it were, to be {natched from under him, 
The houfe of affembly, however, thought ten days 
little enough to fettle and deliver over the books of 
the office, to the fucceeding treafurer: and this was 
acquieiced in, without complaint. | 

DIONYSIUS accounted this the cutting off of one 
head, but another remained which he withed to 
wound at leaft, if not diflever. The loan-officer did 
not think proper to relinquith his conttnental ape 
pointment, and now ftood collected in his own de- 
fence. It would take up too much time to recount 
here, all the vociferous declamation of this Sempro- 
mian Orator.. Suffice it to obferve, that all his ar- 
guments were drawn by infinuation and implication, 
rather than by any direét or fair mode of reafoning, 
Thus, in debating the amendment for a futpenfion of 
the colleétion of taxes, in cafe the loan-officer fhould 
neglect or refufe to fettle and certify the intereft due 
on certificates, &c. with affected zeal for the public 
weal, helamented the misfortunes of the ftate, trom 
a neglect to iflue facilities to the citizens, agreeably 
to the requifition of 1784. He eventhreatened to 
addrefs the prefident of the flate, requiring him to 
complain to congrefs, that the loan-officer had not 
yet qualified and entered on this bufinefs. But he 
could not be brought to fay, in direct terms, that the 
requilite 
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jealoufy or diftruft. DIONYSIUS now fure of his 
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edd ities qualification would authorize the joan ofh- 
cer to iffue any certificates or facilities whatioever, 
before the law then under confideration had paffed 
the legiflature. | | 
‘This was his condud, until by open cabal and. fes 
cret intrigue, he had engaged che council generally 
in his m neat res. They had concurred in his amend- 
ments and meflages, probably, without underitand- 
ing the defige of them, until they could not. de- 
cently retract ftom what they had done. . Then it. 
muft be confetied DIONY SIUS was explicit enough. 
In one of ef meéflages from the council to the houfe 
of affembly, there is this notable fentence relative 
to the oe amend - “The council think it 
their duty to oe int a refufal or negleQ. of © 
this kind, with 1 + to their conflituents, at 
the fame time that they make. it cotnpulfory on 
** them to cont eee ute 2 fapply to the, wants 6f con- 


° 


erefs, by this rendering the fecurity mutual be- 
3 p ) 
“ tween the payers and the r eceivers; and what bas 
“* lately happened, Tall rents the provifion in this 
Gs . : 
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claufe. the more neceflary ; and the c uncil wil- 


lingly hope, that any sealoufy that may have 
“taken place, will by the prefent form of the 
“amendment be done away.’ The, loan- officer 
remonftrated againft this article particularly, by ob- 
fervinge that neither congrefs nor their officers had 


oe 


ever deferved from council, language importing 


majority, replied fhortly, thatit was not meant for 
congrefs, but the officer, who might think himielf 
well off to be let down {fo eafily. “The loan-officer, 
fired with refentment at. the infolent import of the 
word officer, in the fingular number, with fo pointed 
an 
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an éxplanation, declated he would not tamely fub- 
mit to be thus held up as a public delinquent; that 
‘he was refolved to appeal to the public, by ufing the 
privilege he had of entering his diflent, and pro- 
tefting againft the proceedings of the council. DI- 
ONYSIUS agreed he had a right to do fo ; and all 
the council echoed their confent to the meafure. 
-The next day, however, when the loan-officer 
prefented his reafons of diffent and proteft, to be en- 
tered on the minutes in their proper place, DIONY- 
SIUS laboured to modify them to his own liking, 
after the manner of a common report, before he 
would permit them to be entered: The loan-ofhcet 
infited on his right to ufe his own language, _de- 
clared his refolution to abide by the public opinion, 
and to reject all correétion from a party concerned. 
DIONYSIUS preached whole hours together, and 
difcovered the utmoft folicitude for fome days, to 
prevent the entry : until he at length became hoarfe 
with talking, and apparently fick with fatigue. The 
loan-officer fat all this time with his proteft in his 
hand; urged at every opportunity he had of fpeak- 
ing, that it might be entered on the minutes, Find- 
ing, however, that all other refources failed, he 
refolved to make a formal queftion of this matter be- 
fore the houfe, and found meaiis to get his motion 
feconded. DIONYSIUS not chufing the yeas and 
nays on this queftion, inftantly withdrew all oppofi- 
tion; he confented to the entry, and all the coun- 
eil faid Amen. ; | . 
A laughable fcene enfued, which cannct be better 
expofed, than by tranfcribing, from the minutes, 
-the proteft at large, with the refolutions of council 


that immediately fucceeded it. 
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- “On motion, made and feconded, 

** That the fenfe of:council be taken, whether Mr. 
* Tilton have leave to enter his reafdns: at' large up- 
“on the minutes of council, for difagreeing to fun= 
“dry amendments propofed by council'to the: bilk 
for raifing £21000, &c. and for protefting againft 
ete meflage f from the council to the houfe’ of a, 
*“ bly of'the! twenty-fecond inftant, agreeabl 
‘© leave then had and obtained of council; the ee 
® Rion 5 was put, and it was: 
:  Refolved in the affirmative. 

Whereupon Mr. Tilton laid on the table a pa- 
" per, ‘exhibited as’containing his reafons for his 
** difagreement and proteft, which is as follows: 
“ry, Becaufe the end propofed by the firft amend- 
ment, for increafinge the fum to be raifed, and alk 
* the numerous‘amendments' dependent thereon, 1s 
attainable in another way, and more to the advan- 
tage of the ftate; inftead of paying one third of. 
* the requifition of the 4th of September, 1782, in 
** f{pecie, agreeably to the intention of this amend- 
“ment, it is admitted, the whole might be paid in’ 
© facilities By a fewarate provifion then, for this 
‘* ‘requifition, fuch as we have reafon to believe the. 
“ “houfe of aflembly intend, our tax-laws would be 
“more fimple and eafily’ executed, more facilities 
might be brought into circulation, and as their 
value would’ be enhanced, they would: circulate 
more currently, and'be of greater public utility ; 
and in proportion as this fate is ent ed eafily and 
“ {peedily to comply with the requifitions of con- 
" prefs, the feederal. government’ will be benefited. 

2. Becaufethe articles of confederation exprefily 
declare, that the proportion of taxes to be raifed 
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by each tate, in fupport of the foederal goveri- 
ment, fhall be Jaid andJevied by the authority 
and direétion of the legiflatures of the feveral 


ftates, within the time agreed upon by the United 


Statés in congrefs afflembled; and the United 
States have required the legiflatures of each ftate 
in the union, to. provide in the act complying 


with anh requifition of 27th of September, 1785: 


That if on the firft day of January, 1787, the 


faid ftates quota of facilities fhall not be in the 


hands of the ftate treafurer, or other proper officer, 
the deficiencies. {hall be colleCted.and paid into the 


-continental treafury in {pecie; therefore the forty- 


fourth amendment for poftpening the completion 
of this colleGtion, until the thirty-firft of May, 
1787, cannot be confidered.as a compliance. with 
the faid requifition ; and this circumftance of time 
muft be regarded as effential to the requifition, 
and not:as mere matter of form, as was alledged 
and maintained in council. 9 
‘3. Becaufe the forty-fifth amendment, for au- 
thorizing and requiring the ftate treafurer to'ex- 
change {pecie for facilities, is contrary to the {pirit 
and letter of the requifition with which our a& is 
intended to be a compliance. This amendment 
will alfo have a manifeft tendency to depreciate 
the facilities, and, if adopted, muft prove injurious 
to the honor and intereft of the ftate, by opening 2 
partial and dangerous {peculation at the ftate- 
treafury. 
* 4 Becaufe the forty-fixth amendment, in its ori- 
ginal form, to enable the prefident, with the ad- 
vice of the privy-council, to fufpend the operation 
of the tax-laws as well as in the amended form in 
which 
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which it now ftands, to enable the prefident with 

the advice of tne privy-council, to fummon the ge- 
neral affembly, for the exprefs purpofe of taking 
cognizance of ‘ber appointed by congrefs, and 
accountable to them alone, muft be confidered as 

maniteftly tendigg to an encroachment on the juft 
rights and prerogative of congrefs, engaged for 
by the plighted faith of this ftate, through their 
delegates in congrefs affembled. It alfo behoves 

council to have a due regard to the honor of this 
ftate, by a ftri& conformity to the requifitions of 
congrefs, and to be ferioufly concerned, to, guard” 
againft a meafure which might induce that honer- 
able body to confider our prefent aét as a non- 
compliance with, or repugnant to their late requi- 
fition, whereby our conftituents might be depri- 
ved of the benefits thereby propofed and held out 

to them. 

* 5. Becaufe in the meflage of council to the 

houfe of affembly, with reference to the commil- 

fioner of the loan-office in this ftate, for not 

having iffued intereft certificates on loan-office 

certificates and other certificates of liquidated 
debts, up to the end of the year 1782, to be re- 
ceived in difcharge of taxes for fulfilling the requi- 

fition of 1784, it is faid, “* And what has lately 
happened ftill renders the provifion in this claufe 

the more neceflary ; and council willingly hope 

that any jealoufy that may have taken place, will 

by the prefent form of amendment be done away.” 

As it was fufficiently explained to the underftand- 

ing and convition of council, previous to the 
fending of this meflage, that neither congrefs nor 


their officer could do more fer the ftate than was 
* done 
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done, and that fo far as the ftate may have fuffered 
an inconveniency, it muft have been owing to 
contingency in the death of the late loan-oflicer, » 
and neglect om the part of the fiate to procure 
another, before an entire change took place in the 
fyftem for condudting the continental treafury ; 
whereby it became impracticable to afford relief 
to the flate, but by a fpeedy compliance with the 
requifition of 1785; it therefore becomes the 
duty of this diffentient to declare and proteft, that 
language importing jealoufy or diftruft of congrefs 
or their officers is without foundation, altogether 
unmerited by the officers of congrefs, and when 
adopted by council, tends directly to difturb the 
harmony, and impair the mutual. confidence, 
which ought to fublift between this ftate and the 
united (tates. 

“JAMES TILTON. 
“ Upon the entry of the paper delivered by Mr. 
Tilton as aforefaid, it was thereupon obferved te 
the houfe that the faéts as ftated therein, to which 
his reafons referred, were mifreprefented, and not 
truly fiated. 
“ Whereupon it was moved by Mr. Read, {e- 
conded by Mefirs. Neill and Craghead, feparately, 
that the fenfe of the council be taken with refpedt 
to thofe fa€is ; and council proceeded thereon as 
follows : | 
“ The firft of which fads alledged to be mifre- 
prefented is as follows, to wit “* inftead of paying 
one third of the requifition of the fourth of Sep- 


_tember 1782, in {pecie, agreeably to the intention 


of this amendment, it is admitted the whole might 
be paid in facilities.” 
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“The queftion, whether this fa.& is truly ftated, 
being put, it was - a ee 

“ Refolved in:'the negative. 


“ The fecond mifreprefentatior: is as follows, to 


wit: “ By a feparate provifion then for this requi- 
fition, fuch as we have reafon tio believe the houf 
of affembly intend.” | | 
“ The queftion, whether this fa& is truly repre- 
fented, being put, it was ah ty 

| “ Refolued in the negative. 
“The third, whether the following is a'true re- 
prefentation of the fa@s, to. wit: “* The forty- 
fixth amendment-in its original form to enable 
the prefident, with the advices of the privy-council, 
to fufpend the operation of the tax-laws, as well as 
in the amended form in which it now ftands, to 
enable the prefident, with the advice ef the privy- 
council, to fummon the general affembly for the 
exprefs purpole of taking cognizance of officers, 


* appointed by congrefs, and) accountable to them 
bb 


alone.” 


“And the queftion being put thereon, it was 
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 Re/olwed tn the negative. 
“* The fourth mifreprefentation is as follows, to 
wit: “ As it was fufficiently explained to the 
underftanding and conviGtion of council previous 
to the fending of this meflage, that neither con- 
grefs nor their officers could have done more for 
the ftate than was done.” 
“ The queftion, whether this faé& is truly repre- 
fented, or not, being put, it was | 
 Refolved in the negative.” 
It is difficult to fay whether this mode of re/olving 
moft childifhly weak, or contemptibly rnean. 
as The 
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| The appeal to the public was as to ‘matters of fact - 
~ but DIONYSSIUS and his majority undertake to pre- 
| judge their vown caufe, and refolve' what the. public 
 fhall believe, concerning the faéts or fubje@ts in dif- 
| pute referre:d to them. Thus in the fird article or 
_ fact faid to. be mifreprefented, although the refolu- 
tions of congrefs were exprefs, that the whole of the 
-Yequifitions of 1782 might be paid in facilities, and 
_ the law finally paffed upon that principle, yet it is 
“ refolved” that this fa@ is not truly ftated. In the 
fecond inftance, although a member declared in his — 
place, that he had fatisfatory information from 
members of the cther houfe, that they were engaged 
in maturing a plan for a feparate provifion for the 
requifition of September 1 782, yet this was not fuf. 
ficient evidence, and “the queftion whether this faq 
" is truly reprefented, being put, it was re/olved in 
the negative.” Asto the third article, the 46th 
amendment in its original and amended forms: ftand 
at large upon the minutes, with the yeas and nays 
to them; the loan-officer in his proteft, has not 
copied the tautologous language of the original, but 
has retained the fenfe, to the fatisfa@tion of the pub- 
“lic; neverthelefs on the queftion as to the true repre- 
fentation of the facts, it was “ refolved in the nega- 
“tive.” It indeed requires the aid of a rhetorical 
figure, in which a part is taken for the whole, to de- 
fend the loan-officei: from the charge of mifreprefen- 
tation, in the 4th and laft article. It is moft pro- 
bable, a majority of council did not think or care 
any thing about it. No doubt however, but it was 
{nfficiently explained to the underftanding and con- 
viction of DION'Y SIUS, “ that neither congrefs 
)* nor their officers could have done more for the 
* ftate 
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& flate than was done.” He knew tod, that hig * 
majority were ready to follow his example, in-faying 
ea or nay, as to the true reprefentation of this fa. _ 
Thefe refolutions expofe in a ftriking point of 
view, the littlenefs of DIONYSIUS’s characters 
For the momentary fatisfation of mifleading a ma= 
jority of a few weak and inconfiderate councillors,” 
he has expofed himfelf to the icorn and contempt of 7 
allthe unbiafled and competent judges in Americas | 
Perhaps he mightintend, that according to the pre- 4 
vious example of council, their minutes fhould never 
be publifhed. Advantage, however, has been taken 7 
of his abfence, atid thefe records are now printed. ; 















Thus we have brought to light, the vice and mean=7] 
nefs of this leading charaéter; and the weaknels and — 
folly of thofe who vote by his authority. > a 
DIONYSIUS’s malicious attack upon the loan=~ 
officer was not more remarkable, on this occaficny |) 
than his utter difregard of all congreffional authority. — 
The tax bill fent up by the houfe of aflembly wasy 
in frit compliance with the requifition of 1785 % || 
but DIONYSIUS with a fovereign contempt for conv 
erefs, mangled it by his 49 amendments into the ~ 
moft indirea&t form imaginable. “Phus congrefs Or | 
dered the money collected for the difcharge of interelt 
certificates, to be paid by the loan-officer, with=— 
out discrimination, exprefsly to avoid depreciation 
. But DIONYSIUS in his amendment or Ta= 
ther debafement of the a&, diretted, that this” 
find fhould be difpofed of by the late treafurers 
with a di/crimination among the holders of publi 
fecurities, and no doubt, for the exprefs purpofe 
ereating further depreciation. Indeed, fo little res 
ferve had he upon this feore, that in oppofing the 


propofition of the houfe of affembly for a ftate {pe 
culatigiay 
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eulation, in public fecurities, he reafoned fpecially 
' from the probability of a fcale of depreciation for 
“certificates, as well as continental money: and all 
his conduct ferved to thew, that he wifhed fuch an 
event to happen. Again, Congrefs, agreeably to 
their powers, had ordered the money to be raifed by 
a limited time mentioned in their requifition ; but 
| DIONYSIUS, after detaining the a& of compliance 
-unneceffarily, from February till June, now pro- 
pofed to amend it by difpenfing with the limitation 
of congrefs, and extending the time of collection. 
“He adhered moft tenacioufly to his amendments, 
and by ftickling for forms and ceremonies, bafiled 
the endeavours of the houfe of aflembly, to obtain a 
‘committee of conference on the fubje€t: until the 
houfe, ina meflage declared their patience was ex- 
_ haufted by the delays of council; that they con-_ 
ceived themfelves juftifiable in adjourning the next 
day, and appealing to their conftituents for the rec- 
titude of their condu@t, and the propriety of their 
meafures. An accommodation then took place. 
The bill paffed it is true, mutilated enough, but with- 
out the more obnoxious amendments. 

Confidering DIONYSIUS had profefled great 
regard for Congrefs and their meafures, ever {ince 
“they had honored him with a lucrative poit, it 
was difficult at firft to account for his prefent conduct. 
Cafting about, however, it was prefently dilco- 
vered, that Congrefs had lately reduced his annual 
falary, toa per diem allowance for his fervice. This 
with perfons but moderately acquainted with the 
man, was fufficient to unriddle the whole myftery 
of his behaviour. 
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The unufual reiflance to the -mnealureal of DIO. ¥ 


NYSL. JS, this year, only {fpurred his ambition the bet- 
ter to fecure his majority the next. Having fecured 


a majority of partizans in Suffex, an arrangement 
was now made forKent. The queftion of indepen- 
dence being now fettled, and the diftin@tion of whig 


and tory very much obliterated in this county, the 


DIONYSIANS therefore refolved to rely on the culti- 
vation of religious prejudices as the main anchor of 
hope, for the enfuing election. ‘The Prefbyterians 


make but a {mall part of the people of this county. 


‘There are however, fome very refpectable citizens 
of this. Heduneaation | ; and with very few excepti- 
ons, they have been. uniform and ftedfaft revoluti- 
onifts. A new and ee cry was therefore 
raifed againft Prefbyterians. No manjofthat de- — 
Be ation was {uffered to pak the DIONYSIAN > 
ticket of candidates. And although but two men 
out of the eight whig candidates, had any connec~ 
tion with Prefbyterians, and thofe two of.the moft 
liberal dhavaciers, yet this was gravely and ferioufly 
denominated the Presbyterian ticket. All other de- 
nominations were exhorted to beware of Presbyte- 
vians. Asif by concert, men were employed ac- 
wane to the nature of their talents in this dirty 
work. Some who had fo much knowledge, and 
fuch a fenfe of decorum, as to make them afhamed 
of openly declaiming on this fubject, would neverthe- 
lefs whifper in fecret, and counfel their weaker bre- 
thren, tobe guarded aaiait the violence of Preshyteri- 
ans. Ignorant pimps and bullies would roar out in the 
ftreets againft Presbyterians and Calvinifis; or in 
public companiesafk thefe, whofe political fentiments 
might not accord with their own, if they did not 
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* wear blue ftockings ? or tell others fignificantly they 
were becked with bine. Vf any explanation was 
required, they would be afked, if they had not joined 
the Presbyterian party ! Thefe bravadoes were not 
picked from the lowelt of the people, as a ftranger 
to the politics of Delaware might imagine : for how 
ever furprifing to tell, it 1s not the lefs true, that 
low prejudices of this fort, are with us the fureft re- 
commendations to office. One of the judges of this 
county, on the day of the election, flourifhing his 
walking ftick denominated it Fobn Wefley’s jraf,, 
with which he intended to break “ack Calvin's head: 
thus infulting two denominations at once; one as 
the object of his malice, the other as the inftrument 
of his power. And to heighten the picture of this 
defender of the true faith in religion as well as poli- 
tics, he openly profefles as little regard for the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and new 'Teftaments, as for the Al- 
coran of Mahomet. | 
The whigs relying on the good fenfe of the peo- 
ple of Kent, and too fecure from the fuccefs of the 
preceding election, were not fufficiently suarded 
againft the machinations of their opponents. ‘The 
DIONYSIANS therefore carried their reprefenta- 
tives, The fame majority prevailed in Suffex as did 
. the laft year; and New-Caftle as ufual divided. By 
accident, however, the member of council returned 
for New-Caftle was a man of abilities and integrity ; 
and although poffefled of extreme modefty, contri- 
buted by his example and authority, to guard the 
difinterefted members againt{t the feducing influence 
of DIONYSIUS. ‘Thus the feffions opened with a 
majority of the houle of affembly at the devotion of 
the tyrant; the only check to his abfolute control 
was 
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) 
was inthe council. But however honeft a majority 
of this body might be, they were not in every in- 
{tance, proof againit his arts and influence. 

Pailing over matters that have an equivocal or no 


- telation to his character, we hall in this feflions con- 


fine our remarks chiefly to the fubje@ of finance, as 
moft deferiptive of the tyranny of DIONYSIUS. 
It was in this feffions that he pafled his own account, 
in which it muft be confefsed there was no. charge 
for his important fervices in the Ferfey 5 but when 
difallowed in part by the auditor, he appealed to the 
general aflembly, and got an order on the flate_trea- 
furer for all he was pleafed to afk. This was the 
feilions in which he paifed the accounts of his noted 
runner, a guondam prefident; in this feflionsit was, that 
he paffed the A& tor extending the time for collection 
ofthe unpaid ftate-tax, direétex to be raifed in the year 


- 1787; whereby, in violation of all ood faith, and 
/3 Y» £ > 


in utter contempt of the compact, entered into with 
congrefs, by a folemn law of the flate in compliance 
with the requifition, the fund provided for the pay- 
ment of interefl on continental fecurities was deltroy- 
ed. Thefe are faid to be the ats or tranfa@tions of 


. DIONYSIUS, becaufe they were done and accom. 


plithed by his advice and influence ; and without 
him, no perfon, in the coun¢il at leaft, would have 
prefumed to advocate them. 
In paffing the “AG for raifing £10,500 for the 
fervice of the year 1787” it was contended by the pa- 
riots of both houfes, to provide for both the requifi- 
tions then before the legiflature, viz. one for the In- 
dian expedition; andthe other for the annual pay- 
ment of intereft on the public debts, DIONYSIUS 
permitted the {mall fum required for the Indian ex- 
pedition 
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| . pedition to he included in the bil] ; but upon his plan 
| Of depreciuiio., prohibited a farthing from being 
' tailed, for the payment of intereft on public fecu- 
ie rities. Ip oppolition to this requifition, he alledged 
the times were hard, and the people unable to pay, 
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Thus according to the DIONYSIAN policy, the 
> people were able enough, and ought to be made 
ih willing to pay for his important fervices, not in the 
| Ferfey. It was alfo right and neceflary, that his elec- 
tionering runners, for their recent labours, fhould 
be paid both principal and intereft, of all their de- 
mands, however their accounts might be difputed by 
people ofan ordinary way of thinking. But the sime, 
| health and wealth expended in the army, are claims 
| that ought to be paid off by a feale of depreciation, 
 inftead of the money promifed. And the people 
who enjoy the bleffings of independence, however 
ineftimable the prize, cannot bear to pay for it. 

It was in this feffion, a bill was brought into the 
council forthe more equal affeffment of the inhas 
bitants, according to a return of property. As the 
» people had petitioned for an equitable law of this 
_ fort, and cited the example of all the other fates, DIO- 
) NYSIUS affeted to favour thefmeafure; but he at- 
| tacked the bill in his ufaal fide way, and found 
: means of mutilating the Court of Affeffment, in fuch 
“a manner, as to be capable of raifing money inde- 
pendent of the peopie Thus moulded and man- 
peled, the bill. was fent to the houfe of aflembly for 
pconeurrence, where it was loft in oblivion, and has 
»never fince come to light, in one form or another, 
© Further to illuftrate the DIONYSIAN charaer 
-and the tyrannic influence prevalent in the Delawar 
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of fomething that DIONYSIUS did not do, The 
legiflature met in May 1787, when our chief ruler 
was abfent in the continental convention.  A_ bill 
was now brought in for appropriating fo much of 
the remaining unappropriated part of the fum of 
10,5001. raifed for the year 1787, as was fufficient 
to pay off the intereft on the. ftate fecurities, or de- 
preciation certificates. The Prime Minifter {e- 
cretly remonfrated againft this law, as utterly re- 
pugnant to the views and direCtions of DIONY- 
SITUS. Neverthelefs, a fenfe of juftice and propri- 
ety fo far influenced both houfes, that they paffed 
the law. It was alfo on this occafion that an order 
of council was obtained for publifhing their minutes, 
from their feflion in O&tober 1783, to their prefent 
feffion inclufive. _How DIONYSIUS relifhe: ‘nis 
appropriation aét, will appear in the next fection. 
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A more particular ac- 
count of the policy and 
tranfactions of Diony- 
fius, during the feffi- 

ons commencing the 
20th of October 1787, 
and continued by ad- 
journments until June 
following. 


A S this is a feflions in which DIONYSIUS reign- 
: ed with full powers, according to his fovereign 
will and pleafure, the tranfa@tions of this period 
thall be more particularly related: for herein we 
have the exprefs image and true likenefs of our 
~ tyrant’s character. ete 
We have already defcribed the manner, and 
the fucceflive efforts of the DIONYSIAN faction, 
by which they fucceeded but too well in regaine 
ing their fuperiority, in both Kent and Suffex. In 
this: 
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this year it was, that a grand effort was made 
for fubduing the whig influence, in. New-Caitle 

county alfo, and not without fuccels. 
In effecting an entire choice of men to his pur- 
pofe, DIONYSIUS found it neceflary to fet up a 
very different pretext in this county, from what had 
been done in Kent and Suffex, ‘The prefbyterians 
are moftrefpectable for their numbers in this county; 
and however the Diomsfians may whifperin fecret,they 
dare not openly and infolently declaim aginft them, 
as in Kent and Suflex. DIONYSIUS, however, was 
not without refource. At this time, eftoris were 
made from New-Hampfhire to Georgia, by the tories 
and Britith emiflaries, for the deftru€tion of public 
redit. DIONYSIUS joined in this {cheme, as beft 
fitted to gull and impofe on the unguarded inhabi- 
rants of New-Caftle county. “He had already dif- 
clafed his feheme of depreciation and fcaling away 
the public debts. His runners from that time for- 
ward were mot afficioully. employed in decrying 
and inveighing againft fpeculators. A profefled ad- 
vocate * of the tyran* publifhed in the ‘gazette, a - 
defence of a feale of depreciation for certificates. 
So general was the uproar againtt fpeculation and — 
{peculators, that moft men were afhamed of holding 
the public fecurities, and fond of declaring, they 
were not contaminated with any fuch trumpery. 
Some, more fond of popularity than ftern in the 
caufe of juftice and truth, even publifhed in the 
news-paper, how few certificates they had, and how 


honeftly 
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honeftly they came by them. In this ctifis of 
affairs, fundry writers ventured to publifh as their 
opinion, that it was honorable in individuals to hold 
the public fecurities; that it was advantageous 
to the ftate; the inhabitants fhould hold as much of 
this kind of property as they could conveniently pro- 
cure; that they fhould, therefore, be encouraged to 
buy, rather than frightened by ridiculous alarms to 
fell their certificates ; that a feale of depreciation as 
 propofed, was impracticable, calculated only to im- 
pofe on the unguarded &c. To this it was deemed 
a fufficient reply, to pronounce thefe authors mere 

" cribbiers and injfign ipcant Speculators, not a be put 
fin! competition with certain great perfonages,* whole 
names were “coufecrated in the temple of virtue” 
‘To damn the notes of the ftate as well as thofe of 
the continent, a guondam prefident was fent forth 
with a memorial praying the legiflature to repeal the 
late appropriation act, for the payment of intereft on 
the dépreciation certificates. Finally the public prints 
refounded with exhortations not to chufé any man 
as a reprefentative, who had purchafed certificates; 
or advocated the payment of them. 

An indolent habit in the inhabitants of the remo-: 
ter parts of New-Caftle county in neglecting to at- 
tend at the general election, except when a new 
fheriff is to be introduced, contributed very much to 
the fuccefs of this enterprize of DIONYSIUS. This 
was not one of thofe years which brought in the 
remote electors. The DIONYSIANS abounding at 
and about the court or place of election, and excited 

by 
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by extraordinary efforts of their leaders, flocked i 
from all quarters fufficiently numerous to carry their 
whole ticket ; confifting of men of fpecious and de- 
cent appearance, but of perfectly adjective characters 
unaccuftcmed to ftand alone, and: fo deftitute’ of 
talents as to be admirably fitted to a@& by authority: 

It was a great triumph to have carried the eleGtion 
entirely, at New-Caftle. But the faGiion had not 
fuccedeed fo well in Kent and Suffex. ©The cry 
againit Presbyterians, though kept up with the ufual — 
officious impertinence, had by this time, fo far 
abated of its force with the fharp-fighted people of 
Kent, that, in this county, the DIONYSIANS car- 
ried but about half their ticket. | 

In Suflex, the whigs had unanimoufly and refo- 
lutely refolved, that this election thould not be car- 
ried by refugees and other enemies to the country ; 
who were fo far frem fhewing any repentance for 
their former offences, that they now aéted profefledly 
with a vindictive fpirit towards the whigs. The 
whigs made public declaration of the principle from 
which they ated; and gave full evidence of their 
{tern purpote. Contidering themfelves as betrayed 
by the legiflature, in permitting charaéters of a de- 
dcription fo wicked and bafe to interfere in their 
elections, they determined the revolutionifts fhould . 
not be thus trampled upon by their enemies; that 
our conftitution and laws fhould not be thus per- 


verted into an engine of corruption, whereby the 


moft bittter enemies to our liberty were enabled to 
avenge themfelves, upon thofe who had vanquifhed 
them in the ftruggle for independence; and they 
called upon the common fenfe and common feelings 
of mankind, to juftify them in the ufe of force, if 
neéceflary 
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neceilary, in fo good a’caufe., Though inferior in 
number, they relied on the continued favour of hea- 
ven, in finally vanquifhing their mean and degene- 
rate opponents.. They made a fhew of arms in 
their previous meetings, but.on the day of eleQion, 
~ appeared only with fticks in their hands (a few indi- 
viduals’ excepted) in a connected form, and with a 
countenance and; manner refolute: and determined. 
The fheriff, by the'advice of the magiftrates, adjourn- 
ed the eleQion early in the morning, and kept it 
open from the 1ft;to the 15th of the month. In 
the mean time, the prefident vifited the county, and 
_-1nterpofed hisinfluence to prevent farther diforder. 
He advifed an union ticket, confifting of equal num- 
bersfrom both parties ; this compramife was apparent- 
_tyagreed to; and it was expetted the election would 
be held peaceably onthe 1,th day. The whigs met 
at the ufual place in Tewes, and the tories afiembled 
a mile or two out of town. It was foon difcovered 
the parties had no confidence in each other. Am- 
bafladors were mutually exchanged, and as the only 
means by which confidence could be enfured, it was 
agreed that only ‘fifty on each fide fhould vote, and 
the eleAlion be then clofed. Such was the common 
confent to this meafure, that no man was prohibited 
from voting, who infifted upon his right. Thus 
was the eleCtion conduéted, and the return made ac- 
cordingly. 

It muft be noted, however, that after the election 
was clofed, the whigs were guilty of an indifcretion. 
Some angry {pirits, who had bridled their paflions 
during the election, confidering the treaty as fubfift- 
ing no longer, gave a loofe to their refentment, and 
called upon their companions to drive the tories out 
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of tow. The tories fled at the firft onfet ; andifome — 
of the more obnoxious were caught and. beaten. 
The tories in return way-laid: the whigs on their re- 
turn home, and avenged themfelves on individuals, 
whom they caught ftraggling rire the main’ bo- 
d 

ba the firft meeting of the iepiblceeuas the: Di. 
ONYSIAN partizans confidered their majority as 
fecure enough. The tory members from’ Suffex, 
willing to acquiefce i in the: election, exprefled: thicir 
defire that it fhould be. eftablithed ;. and it' was ex- 
pected for many days, that the election) would be 
confirmed. But DIONYSIUS, upon. his arrival, 
penetrated the members, with an. eagle’s’ eye, and 
found them not. to his purpofe, Befides the great 
i abhorrence he had to a certain whig of notable a- 
i, bilities returned from Suffex, he muft have béen 
a. fenfible that the Kent members (with an exception: 
or two) however. returned, were too independent for 
him.to rely upom By an influence fecret and:un+ 
accountable, a. tide of oppofition, to the eftablith- 
ment ofthe election, fuddenly arofe; andy two-of 
the tory members from Suflex, were fent downto: 
hunt up petitioners, againft the eleGtion. 

In the mean time a law. paffed: for leffening the 
quorum of the houfe of: Affembly. .. This. was eftee- 
med a great piece of policy, neceflary to guard-againft 
all poffible obftruction to the meafures intended by. 
afeceffion of the minority. 

The lacquey. members returned from, Suffex; 
with petitions figned by 121 inhabitants, complain= 
ing of the manner of conducting the late eleétion, 
and praying relief in the premiles. The houfe then 
i proceeded toa formal enquiry, and det ermined the 
4 election. 
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election: of members. returned’ for Suffex to be ile. 
gal. and void. ’ Hereit is to be obferved, that al- 
though it was given in evidence in fpport of the 
freedom ofthe eleGion, that no eletor was reftrain- 
ed or prevented from voting, who infifted upon his 
privilege ; yet the Kent members, unwilling to give 
any countenance to tumults or riots, with great can- 
dor acknowledged, that the ele@iion was informal, 
and. by an unanimous vote it was fet afide and a 
new one ordered, 

In council, after examining the fheriff’ ane his 
deputy, and one ofithe infpectors, though none’ of 
them upon oath, DIONYSIUS. cbferved that the. 
diforders of Suflex were deeply feated in caufes 
of long ftanding, which ought to be thoroughly 
inveftigated. .A member replied, that he liked the 
hint, sid propofed on this occafion a thorough 
enquiry, on both fides of the queftion, into thofe 
latent caufes, which produced fo. much mifchief; 
that by! faitly expofing their vices and prejudices, 
whence the evils complained of refulted, the moft 
probable remedy might be obtained. But DIONY- 
SIUS. did not approve a cure of this fort; he 
changed his ground fuddenly; called for a tote 
upon the Acai it was adjudged, that’ it was 
not freely, legally, and indifferently made; and 
that the member returned was not duly elected. 

It was alledged on this occafion, that,- howe- 
ver illegal the ele&tion might be, there was no 
fufficient evidence before the council, to deter- 
mine them in their refolution; and the member 
who was of this opinion, offered his reafons of 
diffent, and proteft againft the proceeding, as par- 
tial and uriprecedented,. But DIONYSIUS: made a 

motion 
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motion for prohibiting all reafons of diflent and pro- 
teft, from being entered on the minutes, on the pre- 
fent or any other occafion. . The diffenting member 
ridiculed the idea of reftraining future councils, who 
would be judges of their own, privileges, and would 
have precedents enough for the practice. . But _ne- 
verthelefs, on this extraordinary queftion, whether 
fuch reafons of diffent and proteft, on this or any 
other occafion, fhould be entered.on the minutes, 7 
paffed in the negative. , 

Flaving fet afide the preceding elcétion; it was 
confulted between the Suffex tories and New-Caftle 
patriots, how they might fecure that which was or- 


dered. It was alledged that if the place of ele@ion 


could -be chanced from Lewes, where the whigs 
abounded, to fome of thofe:fwamps, where the to- 
ries had been ufed to maintain their camps, they 
might fucceed better. ‘A few petitioners were pro 
cured for this purpofe; and a bill was brought in 
and paffed “ for altering the place of election, for 
the county of Suffex, for the prefent year 1787.” 
The place appointed by this law, was the houfe of a 
noted refugee, and in one ef the moft dreary haunts 
of the black-campers. 

Refolutions, were then entered into by both hou- 
fes, recommending to the inhabitants of the ftate, 
to elect delegates toa ftate convention, who’ fhould 
be authorifed to-aflent to and ratify the new federal 
conftitution; and that the elections fhould be held 
on the 26th November 1787. 

It might have been expected the general aflembly 
would now have adjourned, but as if impatient of 
waiting for the reprefentation of Suffex county, a 
bill was brought in by leave of the houfe of affembly 
for 


, 


Le en 
for repealing the late appropriation act, for the pay~ 
ment of intereft due on depreciation certificates; and 
for other appropriation thereof. This. hil] was 
drawn with a legal precifion, that the member pre- 
{enting it. was utterly incapable of, and patled 
through both houfes fuddenly without amendment. 
The reafonable prefumption from hence is, that it 
was drawn in New-Caftle moft probably by the 
prime miniffer, under the leifure_infpe@ion of the 
_4yrant; and only required a parliamentary regifter.to 
give it fan@ion. 7 | 
‘It affords a curious {peculation to read the minutes 
of our houfe of affembly, on this fubje&. The ex- 
traordinary memorials, fo induftrioufly circulated by 
a quondam prefident, and figned by 270 inhabitants 
of New-Caftle county, are moft reipectfully cited ; 
and a committee reports, that an “ AG for the ap- 
Propriating the fum of 10,5001. by dire@ing the 
payment of two years intereft on the depreciation 
certificates, gives an unjuft preference to a particular 
clafs of citizens.” Therefore that a law thould pafs 
repealing fo much of the faid act, as enables any 
other defcription of holders of certificates, than the 
original holders, their widows or children, from 
receiving the two years intereft. The law however 
pafled in fuch form, as to exclude all forts of hol- 
ders from part or lot in this fund. Their f{pecific 
fund facredly appropriated by law, to the particular 
purpote of paying two years intereft, is confolidated 
with others intoa common fund, and all manner ot 
debts principal’ and intereft, made payable before 
_ the intereft on depreciation certificates. With the 
payments made to runners and favorites, the ex- 
pences of the civil lift mut abforb the funds as as 
they 
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they are productive, and the holders of certificates . 
can have no p.ofpect of payment, until further 
provifion is made. 

We may here remark on the infidious policy: of 
this tranfaétion. The affectation of ai/crimtnation 
is put upon the face of the minutes, as the moft ef- 
fe&tual meats of further. depreciation. A merito- 
rious clafs of public creditors is held up in an invi- 


dious point of view, and all others are invited to lend 


their aid in robbing them, that they may be foon- 
er paid. The faith of the flateis with a nimerous 
and refpeétable clafs of citizens forfeited, by a r¢- 
trofpediive law, for feizing on their legal fund, 
with a f{pecial eye to the fpeedy payment, of the dif- 
puted demands of a /lavi/o individual.’ Could any: 
thing more tyrannical or with lels regard to decorum 
be devifed? Yes, tranfactions fhall now be related, 
that have lefs regardto decorum, and are in their 
nature ftill more tyrannical. 

In the recels of the legiflature, the tories went 
immediately to canvafling, tor the election of con- 
vention men. Asif by concert, they fpread rumours 
throughout the ftate, the that whigs would be averfe 
from the new federal conflitution ; and they every 
where fet themfelves up, as the patronsof it. They 
afferted in the mot falfe and fcandalous manner, 
without the leaft foundation, that certain refpectable 
charaGters, in each county, were oppofed to the 
confitution: As nobody in. the ftate oppofed its 
eftablithment, their lying and flandering and affec~ 
ted eagernefs, in defence of the new conftitution, 
could only be accounted for, from a defire of gaia- 
ing popularity, and feizing upon the powers of the 
new government, The whigs rejoiced at the prof 
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pect of anv government, that would probably ree 


lieve them from the wanton tyranny of DIONY- 
SIUS. Thofe more adequate to the tafk foon de- 
termined, that the new conftitution was formed on 
_ republican principles; that its powers were no more 
than adequate to good government ; that the people 
were free enough, and had full powers to maintain 
their liberty, fo long as they were virtuous. . There 
_ was this odds indeed between the whigs and tories, 
that the latter approved by authority, the former 
_ from refleGtion and, judgment. We were led to this 


, difcovery by obferving, that a number of the more 


intimate acquaintance of DIONYSIUS lamented, 
that the government had not been more munarchical. 
This led into an enquiry into the TYRANI’s own 
fentiments. We‘foon found that his with was to 
bafk in the funthine of monurchy; that the fcheme 
of government which he had advocated in the con- 
vention, was a monarch chufen for tite, fenarors alfo 
chofen for uife, and an entire abolition of flate govern- 
| ments. Neverthelefs, his followers make a mere 
_ hobby-horfe of the federal conftitution; and let the 
government be what it may, they hope to ride in 
_ chief authority. id Fee ie 
The people of New-Caftle, probably from a more 
early difcovery of the TYRANT’s fentiments and 
views, chofe moft of their delegates, refpedtable 
_whigs. In Kent, the whigs not caring by whom 
the government was ratified, made no oppofition, 
_and the tories carried their éle@tion in great triumph. 
Some noted tories declared they had been hindmott 
in a former revolution, but they were determined to 
be foremoftin this. The fame fpirit feemed to per- 
vade the whole. : 
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Sue ky the y were to elect reprefentatives, a as wot 
as délesates to the flate eotivention. The tory can- 
didates had goiie home from the laft meeting of the 
lévillature minutely inflructed as toa plan, by which 
they might defend ‘he freedom of eleGion for their 
refugees and black campers. The conflirttion of 
the fate ele: that no nitilitary force fhall’ be 
within a mile of the place of eleétion. They were 
pea foreinfirucied to raife what force they pleafed, 

paly to keep it a mile off to ferve in café of exi- 
gency. Secure im the favour and protection of the 
legiflature, the tories made large provifion of arms 
and aitiitunition ; marked outa camp, ata proper | 
diftance, before hand and on the day of election, 
Whar chied in companies, with drums and fifes, to the 
appointed fielt of encati Paes From this*place of 
arttis, where a guard of feveral hundred mien fiviod 
conitantly paraded, they marched in companies to” 
the place of election, and carried their whole ticket 
of reprefestariyes and cotivention-men, without op- 
pofition. For certain leading chara@ers among the 
whigs, einployed all their affiduity and addrefs, to 
prevent the whigs from going to the election. They 
forefaw that bloodithed: wouldeneane inevitable eon- 
fequence of a meeting of the parties in aims ; and 
they could not imagine any pollible event of the 
election to be equivalent to fuch a misfortune. With 


giuch difficulty the whigs were reftrained and en- 


couraged to hope for a conttitutional redrefs of their 
gtievances. 

Ata méeting of the flate convention, the whige 
of Suffex fignitied by a memorial, what’ that hap-. 
pened, without exprefling any defire to incommode 
that body, in ratifying the federal conititution, but 

. merely 








baa 3 
aner ely as as preparatory to their intended remorftrane 
againit’ the ele@tion of reprefentatives, at the next 
meeting of the legiflature. The convention agreed, 
that they had no powers to fend for witnefles, for a 
_ formal enquiry into the Jegali ity of the Sufiex elec- 
tion ; and that, if they had, it would only be wafting 
/ time, as ali were agreed in ratifying the federal con- 
- fitution; and it could be an-obje with nobady to 
fet the BEAEg afide. ‘The members returned from 
_ Suffex, were therefore permitted to anfwer for their 
_ county, and the new conftitution was ratified by an 
unanimous vote. / 
At a meeting of the legiflatuee, in January, peti- 
tions. were recetved from so04 inhabitants of Suffex, 
praying to be heard by council, as to a variety of 
facts {tated in their petitions, fhewing the late elec- 
tion for reprefentatives to be illegal. DIONYSIUS 
being abfent, at the firft meeting ae the houfe of af- 
fembly, the petitioners were nermitted to. be heard 
‘by council, his brought on the cpen enquiry the 
whigs wifhed for, Many witnefles were fummoned 
on both fides. | 
It was proved and admitted on ali hands, that with 
the cognizance and concurrence of the members 
elefied, companies of armed men with drums and eee 
fifes, moved on from all quarters of the county, and ; 
joined in full force at.an old field, about a mile frem 
the place of election; that they there formed in mili- 
“tary array, under fuperior and inferior oflicers ; that 
their commander in chief was a member of Congre/s, 
and their fecond in. command a refugee; that their 
oftenfible purpofe was to prote& the privileges of - 
election; and their chief converfation confifted of 


_ curling Presbyterians and /rifb-men ; that fundry of. 
the 
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‘ | ( 7° 
the whigs were taken prifoners by this armed body, — 
and ould no otherwife be releafed, but by order of | 
the Comman: ler in Chief’; that the body of the whigs 
of the county did not attend the election, on ac 
count of this armed force; that from the field they 
marched in companiés and voted, while a guard of 
feveral hundred remained conftantly under arms. "It 
was further proved by a refpectable witnels,* who 
had himfclf ferved againft the black-campers and 
other infurgents, that there were -not lefs than 
fixty of thete mifereants under arms on this occafion. 
“It was alfo proved,} that from two hundreds only, 
between, 40 and 50 perfons voted, whofe names 
were not in the recerded lift of thate who had taken 
the teft.. Many witneffes declared, that a number 
of perfons were armed at the take of ele€tion, as 
well as in the field; ‘and one witnels depofed, that 
he believed halt Cy people at the houfe of ele@tion © 
were armed with clubs and other weapons. It was 
alfo given in evidence, that fundry perfons were” 
infulted and violently affaulted, profefledly becaufe 
| they were whigs, P hohedaee or Irifb-men ; that 
i one fellow in particular, after aflaulting a whig with 
yi feveral blows, fwore his teeth had grown an inch, 
ig on that day, that he might eat Prefbyterians and 
i Irifh men; that fome huzzaed for the King, and 
A others exprefled a hope, that they might again come 
rt under the old government. It was agreed by all, . 
and acknowledged by the fheriff, that, before 
the election was “clofed, he had ented’ in 4o or 50 
; | armed 
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armed men from the field, as a guard round the 
houfe, where the election was held 
The council for the petitioners refpectfully fet 
forth, the dangers of infringing the freedom oi elec- 
tion; that from the teftimony adduced, the 
whigs and beft citizens of the county of Suffex, were 
manifeftly reftrained from attending, and the free- 
dom of the election infringed ; laftly, that calling in. 
the aid of an armed force, to proteét an election 
in a military manner, muft vitiate fuch election. Be- 
fides the conftitution and laws of the ftate, many 
learned authorities* were quoted, to thew the great 
abhorrence the freedom of eleétion had to every kind 
of military force. He therefore hoped and expect- 
ed, the honorable houfe of affembly would wiely de- 
termine the late election of Suffex to be illegal and 
void. : : 
A member of the houfe well acquainted with the iZ 
rights of a free people, modeftly obferved, that wa- i 
ving all perfonal confiderations and thofe indifcreti- 
ons which proceed from party or prejudice, he beg- 
ged leave to call the attention of the houle, to the 
fingle circumftance of earrying tne election under the 
influence ofa military force. He faid, however it 
might ferve one party this year,it might ferve another 
party next year;and he thuddered at the idea of a 
precedent being fet, for eftablifhing fucha rule of 
conduét throughout the flate. | 
The returned members employed no council. 
They relied upon a fpeaker on the floor, and were 
fecure in amajority. It was contended on their be- 
| half, 
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half, that the previous riots and difturbances were.a 
| jut and reafonable apology, for the meafures taken at 
the late Suffex eleGtion :* that the peaple had a right 
to acfimble as they did, in defence of their rights and 
privileges ; nor did the election laws forbid whole ar- 
mies from aflembling, in military array, if they only. 
kept a mile of from the place of cleGtion ; that the 
indifcreet expreflions of individuals, a few clubs, pil-. 
tols and fwords, and even boxing and fighting about. 
indifferent matters, were no impediments to the free+ 
dom of voting ; that all prefent might have voted 
if they pleafed, and all «ho ftayed away, might have 
come if they would. Finally with an air of tri- 
umph it was declared, that the eletors, on this oc-_ 
eafion, had behaved like &enuine fons of Delaware. | 
The queftion being put, it was refolved, that the 
feveral perfons mentioned in the fheriff’s return, 
were duly ele@ed. It deferves to be noted, that 
a member from each of the counties of Kent and 
New-Caftle. were abfent, that. another member from 
New-Caftle declined to vote, beeaufe he had not 
| been prefent at the examination of the witneties, 
)° ~ that the f{peaker’s vote was not required; and that 
it therefore, this important gueftion was determined 
by the voices of ten men only, 4 againft 6 for 
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t eflablifhing the election. 

! The council for the petitioners did. not think it 
cf ~neceflary to give himfelf any trouble in advocating 
i their 
' 

" 

4 

i 

HH * There is a curious anecdote of one of otir\reprefentatives. Being 
Ay afked if the eletion had been carried in New-Caftle as it waein Suflex, 


whether he choughcit would be legal and ought to be eflablithed? He 
anfwered, that tor New-Caftle it ought to befet afide, but eftablithed 
for Suffex. 





Ce) 
their caufe, before the legiflative council.  I¢ wag 
azveed, that the depofitions taken before the houfe of 
affembly, thould ferve as evidence before the coun- 
cil. Thefe were read and the petitions difmiffed, 

The reader may here indulge his own reflections, 
i comparing the judgment on the prefent eletion, 
with that on the lait, or any former occafion, when 
the tories were petitioners. We thall proceed ini our 
narativée. No fooner was the ele@ion eftablifhed,. 
than the moft cordial and inviolable connection 
took place, between the DIONYSIANS of New. 
Caitle, and the tories of Suffex. The cordiality 
indeed was eftablifhed before, the treaty was now 
only to be definitively ratified. On all important 
queftions, efpecially thofé which were intended to 
influence the policy of the ftate, they uniformly 
voted together. lhe patriots of Kent wete left to 
wrap themfelves in their virtue; and in return for 
their multiplied mortifications, to derive confolation 
from the approbation they might receive from dis 
ftant flates, or the honors paid to. their recorded 
names, at remote periods of time. The DIONY- 
SIAN power was now paramount in both branches 
of the legiflature; and the leader’ of the faction 
feemed determined, to exercife it ina very exemplary 
manner. 

The firft inflance he gave, was in cutting out for 
himfelf a lucrative jobb. Repeated efforts had 
been made for revifing and reprinting the laws of 
the ftate. DIONYSIUS being one of the three 
appointed to carry this work into’ execution, con- 
ftantly fruftrated and hindered the defien, according 
to hisown account, becaufe he would not depend 
upon a difcretionary reward, after the work was 

done 
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done. . At a preceding feflion, that the reward 
might be undivided, DIONYSIUS made propoials, 
For doing this bufinefs alone. The houfe of aflembly 
‘complaifantly agreed to his propofals; but the coun- 
cil rejected dicen as extravagant. The fame propo- 
fals were now renewed, and both houfes agreed to 
them without hates loa! According to this agree- 
ment, another perfon was to be hired by the public 
to colleG& and provide him with all the laws, and 
DIONYSI US was to be paid for revifing, fuperin- 

ending the printing &ze. between three and four 
handed pounds while the work ,was in hand, and 
as much more as the general affembly fhould think 
rizht and reafonable, Shen the bufinefs fhould be 
compleated: amounting in the whole, at a moderate 
computation, to an expence of about 6ool. All this 
was agreed to, although it was notorious that the 
chief juftice 4 a man better qualified, both by leifure 
and talents, would have undertaken: the whole fer- 
vice for tsol. DIONYSIUS, however, took care 


before the end of the year to have orders drawn 


upon, the loan-officer of New-Caftle county, for a 
principal part of what was ftipulated to be paid, 
prévious to the delivery of the gees left his own 
example in legiflation, fhould induce a future legifla- 
ture, to. undo; what this obfequious aflembly ‘had 
done for him. 
he next project which ripened into view, was 
moft diabolical. This was materially to injure in 
his property. and reputation, one of the moft diftin- 
gull hed citizens of Delaware, a man equally exem- 
piary for an amiable difpolition and engaging man» 
ners, as for his difinterefted patriotifm ; and who 
¢ould not have given juit offence, .nor difobliged 


DION YSIUS 
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DIONYSIUS otherwife, than by the envy excited 
at his deferyed reputation, and great popularity. in 
New-Cattie county. 3 

To give a correct detail of this tranfaction, it will 
be neceflary to go back a year or two, when this 
worthy character was prefident of the fate. I is 
alfo proper to be obferved, that he was elected prefi- 
_ dent, in oppofition to a creature fet-up by DIONY.- 
_ SLUS; and was fo univerfally eftablithed in the 
- efteem and affections of the people, that an open 


and. bold attack, like that upon the loan-officer, 


would have been vain and hazardous: a proceeding 
by fap, therefore, became necelfary. | 
When the commiflioners for iffuing depreciation 
certificates, were about to clofe the bulinefs of their 
appointment, by a report to the legiflature, con- 
cerning the certificates due for fervices done by per 
fons who died in the army, and left no heirs or 
legal reprefentatives ; 4 converfation arofe upon the 
fubject, among the members of the legiflative couns 
cil, convened in the council chamber. DION Y~ 


SIUS fuddenly declared, that all certificates of the’ 
above defcription, belonged to the prefident; he 


produced the body of the laws, read the law, and 
thus confirmed the judgment he had given... Thé 
councillors prefent generally exprefled their fatis- 


faction, that a man who had deferved it fo well, 


» fhould receive an accidental reward of this fort, as 
fome compenfation for the facrifices he had made. 
The opinion became generally known; and was no: 
controverted. The chief juftice was one of the 
auditors, and from a perfuafion of the truth and 
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of this opinion, did mot hefitate to iffue * the’ 
certificates to the prefident. The ftate treafurer,, 
having heard the judgment pronounced by DIONYs 
STUS, with his own ears, and not hearing it contro- 
verted by any body, paid the intereft due, agreeably 
to the prefident's order. The matter refted thus for 
12 or 18 months, until the rage happened for de- 
preciation and fcaling away of the public fecurities.. 
Then we, find among, the important prayers of a 
noted memorial from the county of New-Caftle; 
there is one for an enquiry to be inftituted by. the le- 
giflature, whether more certificates have iflued, than 
for which jf claimants have appeared ; and if fo, 
to oblige the receivers to pay the fame /peedily. nto « | 


the flate treafury. . This language of the memorial’ 


eee Rae Tin AGA Ta pe ae oe ; : 
gris refpectfully cited on the mainutes of the houfe of 
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- 


affembly, in the November {efions 1787. In‘ Ja- 
nuary following, a committee reported,” That all 
fuch perfons as have heretofore drawn any monies 

rove deferibed certificates, from the trea- 
fury of this. 4 ire@ed and campelled to 
refand the fame,” During theca feficn in June, 
a bill was brought in and pafled the houfe of affem-~ 
biy, conformably to the report of the committee. 


: | Wher 


* Note, The receipt given for thole certificates, tpecified, that the 
principal and intereft fiould be paid over to fuch of the feldiers in 
whofe names they were iffued, or their legal reprefeatatives, when cal- 
led for. Thofe for which no legal demand fhould ever be made, were 
decmed efeheatable property The Jate prefident,. probably, alfo re~ 
ceived of the agent for the Delaware line, fundry final. fettlement certi- 
ficares, under like circumflances. Thefe might be equally the object of 
leniflarive proceedings, though not fo immediately the fubjest of DICS 
NYSIAN duplicity. 
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"When fent to council for concurrence, DIONY- 
SIUS had the effrontery to advocate this bill; and 
declared his furprife, that any man fhould fuppofe 
himfelf entitled to receive fuch certificates, or any 
emoluments from them. “A member then rofe and 
begged leave to fay a few words, by way of informa- 
tion on this fubjeét. He remarked firft, that there 
‘was fomething curious in the title of this bill, and 
recited itas follows. .“* Abill entituled an: act to 
provide for the appropriation of fuch certificates of 
depreciation, as have not been claimed by perfons 
_jufily iniitled to the lame.” He faid, whether 7u/ily Or 
unjifily, fach certificates and the intereft upon them, 
had been paid to the late prefident, upon the advice 
and opinion, of the worthy member lait upon’ the 
floor; and called to mind the time and occalion be- 
fore ftated. DIONYSIUS ia trembling aitonith- 
ment, replied, that the gentleman mutt be miftaken; 
that he did not recollect having given fuch an opi- 
nion, and if he had, he faid it muft’ have been 
without book, and was not now to be regarded. 
"The member rejoined, that it was not done without 
book ; but upon opening the book, and reading the law, 
the judgment was pronounced. The bill, refted. 
from this time to the end of the feflions, without any 
further proceedings upon it; and remains as a mat- 
ter of curious fpeculation until fome future feffions 
hall take it up. 

It is not neceflary here to decide upon the late 
prefident’s claim io thefe certificates. This may 
eventually be determined by a court of juftice. We 
would only remark upon the aftonifhing duplicity of 
DIONYSIUS, and leave every impartial enquirer 
so judge for himfelf, as to the extent of the object, 
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and the deteftable nature of the whole of thefe pro- 
ceedings. 

This was efteemed a glorious: opportunity by the 
DIONYSIAN faétion, for filling up all offices in 
the appointment of the epitlante Under various 
pretests, the judges of the court of appeals had ‘ne- 
ver been appointed. There were fundry vacancies 
in the courts of common-pleas, which ought to have © 
been filled up before; but a law was made, to ena- 
ble a lefs number to ferve. This favorable jundure 
was feized with avidity ; ; and all the vacancies in the 
judiciary and executive departments were filled u 
In almoft every inflance, men were chofen for theit 
partial and prejudiced attachment to the tyrant and 
his meafures. It muft be confeffed, however, they 
were not generally) mean or foandalonts in their 
characters, like thefe appoinine ia the firft organi- 
zation of ths government: and not to dwell upon 
equivocal cirenmifta ances, our obfervations fhall be 
confinedto the court of appeals. 

This is an important court, confifting of the pre- 
fident and fix others, three to be appointed by the 
houfe of aflembly, and three by the legiflative coun-. 
cil; to whom appeals from the fupreme court of 
Delaware lie in ‘matters of law and equity; and 
who have all the authority and powers, ‘given by 
law in the laft refort, tothe Ave in council, under . 
the old government. Of the: tix men appointed, 
there were but two lawyers ; and there were at leaft 
the fame ssumber, who could not write Englifh or 
any other language grammatically.~ It was well 
known at the fame ao) 1e, thar two other lawyers,” 
} men 
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‘men of honor and talents, would have ferved, if ap- 
‘pointed. CBut they had both fought for indepen- 
‘dence, and had never yet bowed the neck to our 
TYRANT they were therefore ineligible! — [llite- 
rate perfons were not appointed, becaufe thofe better 
qualified could not be had, Muft it not then have 
been to fecure an undue influence, in this laft refort 
of juftice ; whereby exorbitant fees might be ex- 
 torted, and vengeance taken of thofe who fhall pre- 
fume to refift the tyrant and his prevailing faétion ! 
Thefe are matters of ferious confideration with the, 
people of Delaware; and ought to engage an.eye of 
pity towards us, even from the neighbouring ftates. — 
Towards the clofe of the feflions, two laws pafled 
with a fpecial view to feeuring the enfuing elections. 
One was for repealing the teft law, or the act for 
the further fecurity of the government. The other 
was for again altering the place of eleGtion for Suffex 
county, and holding it in the fwamps, at the place 
fo fuccefsfully defended by the tories and black-cam- 
pers. All this was done, without being afked for 
by the people; but fundry petitions from the people 
of New-Caftle, praying for a law to make their ge- gZ 
‘neral election more convenient, by holding it in di- i ] 
ftri&ts, inftead of one place, ia a corner of the coun- Ly) 
ty, were utterly difregarded. | 
Every reader beyond the bounds of Delaware 
would {uppofe, from the relation given of the Suflex 
eleGtions, that the general affembly would have been 
folicitous to protect the brave whigs of that county, 
from the infolence of thofe tories and refugees, 
whom they had, with fo much patriotifm and manly 
fpirit, fubdued in the revolution: and who will not 
be aftonithed at being told, that the Jaws of Dela- 
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ware were proftituted to the infamous, purpofe . of 
reducing thofe very whtigs, tried as in the furnace; 
and proven to be genuine, to the feet of thofe very 
tories and refugees, who made favage war upon us 
duriag the revolution, and were chiefly concerned 
to deliver up the country to the Britifh! Who 


would imagine, when. elections are. carried by the 


force and influence of arms, that tories and refugees. 
srom all parts of the world, would, by law, be in- | 
vited to Delaware, to elut their vengeance on the 
revolutionitts ! Neverthelets, with candid men, this 
is the: moft obvious. meaning and conftrnétion of 
thefe laws. The one law. indeed ferves to explain 
the other. Nobody will fuppofe that the place of 
election was removed to the {wamps of Suffex, and 
fixed-in the midft of the body of black-campers, ! tor 


the proteCtion or benefit of peaceable and good citi- 


zens. Neither will it be fuppofed, that the Telit 
Ac& was repealed for the fole purpofe, of embracing 
in-the privileges, and attaching to the interells of 
government, afew difpatiodate, and good men, who 
from, religious conneion, or a reluctance to inter- 
fere in) the tranfactions, and efpecially the turbu- 


lence and diforders oi government, have hitherts 


neglected to qualify. ‘This is the more manifeft, as 
the nature of our teft law is fuch as to interfere with 
the confcience of no,man well affected to the go- 
vernment; and there) is no limitation of time fof 
qualifying. Many of the Quakers had therefore 
qualified ; and, indeed, ia the two upper counties, 
but few men remained unqualified. The conclution 
is therefore fair, that th ale laws were not made in 
favour of the sedis ous and quict 5 but for the grati- 
ficationand encouragement of the moft prejudiced 

and 
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and difaffected among ourfélves; and for calling 1@ 
auxiliaries of the fame ftamp, ever from other ftates 

and countries. | 
Thefe ative doings of the DIONYSIAN faction 
are further explained by what they did not do. Twe 
requifitions of congrefs, for the payment of intereft 
on the public debts, at this time lay on the tables of 
the legiflature, but neither of them was regarded 
otherwife than as a matter of triumph, that it ap- 
peared by the daft. of thefe requifitions, congrefs 
were unable to provide a fund for the redemption of 
the facilities: which had been iflued by their auitho- 
rity. Indeed this requifition, moft probably, was 
brought about in the form it ftands, by the influence 
of thofe ftates, who pay their own citizens the inte- 
reft arifing on their public fecurities ; and. might: 
have fignified to the government of Delaware, that 
their citizens muft be great lofers, unlefs they pro- 
vided a fund for their relief. But as if rejoicing in 
their former perfidious conduét, they now added 
contempt and infult to injury, by refuling and’ neg~ 
feGting to comply with the requifitions in any form: 
whatfoever. What wouldthey have done, had ther 
"FORIES been fpecially interefted in a compliance, 
inftead of the whigs or revolutionifts? Is it not 
manifeft, that by thus deftroying the faith of go- 
-‘vernment, the public fecurities are driven from 
among us, and center in the neighbeuring flates = 
And how feverely will the whole community fuffer,, 
when compelled by an efficient government, to pay 
the principal and intereft, to citizens of fuch ftates 
as are wife enough to protect the public faith, and 
encourage a confidence in sovernment? Is it poffi- 
hie, that a policy fo manifeflly- injurious to the 
whole 
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whole community, can proceed from any other root, 


than a malignant enmity to the revolution, and thofe 
fpecially concerned in bringing it about. 


SECT TON: VE 


Conclufion: exhibiting 
a connected View of 
the Rife, Progrefs and 
prefent State of the 


_ Delaware Tyranny. — 


By a reyiew of what has been delivered, and redu- 
cing the fum and fubftance into method and” order, 
agreeably to the nature of the fubje&, may. be ob- 

- tained a concife and connetted view of the rife, pro- 
grefs and prefext ftate of the Delaware tyranny. In 
this difquifition, the perfon or character: of leading 
influence and {pecially anfwerable for what has hap- 
pened ; the means employed to effeét his purpofes ; 
and the confequences of his meafures or policy up- 
on the governinent, are efpecially to be regarded. 

Tt appears the three lower counties upon Delaware 
were a proprietary colony. before the revolution ; 
and before the troubles came on, by various arts and 
intrigues, the free,conftitution of this beautiful litle 

“government, — 
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pover nment , was nearly fubverted, to ferve thé Iu- 
crative views of the propriciaries. a | 

Delacvare was remarkably unanimous in her Dé 
triotic oppofition to the oppreflive encroachment: S of 
Great Britain, ! fo long as the proprictaries were led 
to make acomm)d a tereit with the people, by. their 
fear of the crown’s aflu pipnion of the government ; 
but on the firft fuggeltion of the neceflity of the peo- 
ple’s affuming the: government; DIONYSIUS: and 
all the proprietary | tools he cou! id influence, grew jea- 
lous and coo! in their oppolition ; and before! the de- 
claration of szdependence, were not pale violently op- 
oppofed to it t :emfel ves , but with altonifhing art 
and ailiduity, deceived and ieduced into their’ oppo- 
fition, a majority of the peor of the flates, 

The faGion thus numerous and powerful, by the 
conjunction of all forts iio and difaffected, would 
have given up the ftate at onceto the enemy, had 
they not been over- awed by the tranfaCtions and 
influence of the furrounding ftates, A bold furren- 
der they dared not attempt, but they threw cold wa 
_ ter on every recommendation, and with. relu@ant 
fteps erased always in the rear, in complying 
with the meafures of Congrefs. 

The manner of filling up the new government, 
difcovers manifeftly, that after independence was de- 
' clared, the hopes and defign of furvendering the ftate 
to the enemy remained, whenever a favorable oppor- 
tunity offered. The government was not only put 
into difaffected hands, but fuch as were rivetted in 
their prejudices, and tatored with revenge ag rain{t 
the revolutionifts, by treatment the ‘mot thameful 
and difgufting. 
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"The notorious concert of DIONYSIUS ith the 
tories and difaifected of every defcription, his zeal- 
ous patronage of Robinfon and other offenders, his 
eae to independence in congrefs, as well as 

the flate leciflature, in fhort, his faible fitaeh connec- 

tions and influence combined fhew to a demonftra- 
tion, that he was the head and leader of this motley 
Bain. 

The means employed by DIONYSIUS to effed 
vis purpolec, may be divided into the inftruments of 
his power, and the meafures he purfued ; or accor- 
ding to common phrafe, men and mea/ures. 
all controverty, proprietary influence was 
the root of the evil——the principal fource of tory- 
iim in Delaware. Molt of the officers of the pro- 





prictary government were led off by DIONYSIUS, 
tito the goes on to independence; and fuch were 
their powers and influence over the people, and fuch 
their fucceis in exciting new and unreafonable pre- 


judices, that notwithftanding the unanimity which 
pervaded the flare, in favour of congreffional mea- 
fares, during the firf of the trou sles, the tories car- 
ried their elections in O&ober 1776. 

From this time forward the torie’werethe chofen 
inffruments of DIONYSIAN power. | On all occafi- 
ons, he encouraged them in their difaffe@ion ; and 
they were uniformly and Sipe an! devoted to 
his, will and: eae Nothing is. more aftonifhing, 
than the means employed annually to ‘alee a majo- 
rity of tonics except the partiality of DIONYSIUS, 
in cafe of any difpute in the’ eleGtions. In 1776 
when the Suilex tories, befides other outrages, which — 
theit numbers enabled them to commit, ftood at the 
court-houfe door with clubs, and permitted none to 
vote, 
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vote, but fuch as would previoufly declare for the 
King, DIONYSIUS referred: the complaining whigs 
to an action at law, for any damages they might have 
fuftained in their civil privileges ; but a few clubs, or 
_ the leaft appearance of force any where in the ftreet, 
or any difturbance about an indifferent matter, no 
ways relating to the eleGtion, were at all times {uff- 
cient to everthrow an eleion, when the whigs pre~ 
vailed. Whole armies indeed may be employed on 
the part of the tories; while a few clubs, or acciden- 
tal weapons of any kind, are infufferable on the part 
of the whigs, The late ftretch of power, in chang- 
| ing the place of ele@tion in Suflex, and re ealing the 
‘Teft AG, can have no poffible object, but an eleGtion 
of ignorant and prejudiced characters, favourable toe 
the DIONYSIAN fyftem. 
The charaGter of the members fo flrenuonfly con- 
} tended for, beyond all bounds of the moft faG@ious 
| partiality, will ferve further to illuftrate this matter, 
| The prefent reprefentatives of Suifex confift of ten 
members, three of the legiflative Council, and feven 
j Of the houfe of Affembly. Of this whole number 
there is not one who can writea common letter, in 
| grammatical conftruétion ; much lefs are they quali- 
fied to draw alaw, or perform any legiflative duty, 
except that of faying yea or nay, according to the 
example of their leader. If any thing can heighten 
the picture and choice of fuch reprefentatives, itis’ 
the contraft of thofe perfons eleted by the whigs, ' 
and with fo much partiality rejeted by the Dio 
| “yan faktion, to make room for the fitting mem- 
bers ; they were men of talents as well as difintereft- 
| ed patriotifm, and quahfied for every tranfaction of 
government, 
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From the firft apprehenfion ne it, zadependence 
was the oftenfible pretext of oppolition. The moft 
violent eee was, made ‘to it, until “formally 
declared | »y the United states 3: and afterwards, un- 
tilthe peace was ratified, the Dronpfians conttantly 
amufed their deluded followers oe the hopes cf 
‘eturning to-a dependence on Great Britain. © It is 
trie there were other auxiliary motives added to 
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this leading principle, ‘The violence of republican- 
ifm, and the danger of pref! bye were occa- 
fionally preached : he the folly of refifting the 


mighty power of Brifain, was an hackneyed argu- 
ment in Delaware, unt ‘lt he peace was ratified. 
Since the peace, all he ols of returning to the 
ayins of Britain being cut off, religious prejudices 
were cultivated by the Dionyfans, \ with redoubled 
in fpring of ation. The, outra- 
cainft prefbyterians, in the two 
lower counties, would lead a ftranger toimagine, 
that this denomination had been guilty of fome con- 
{piracy or maflacre; and the fame principle is not — 
without cultivation, uzder the rofe, even in New- 
Cattle. In Ként and Suffex, prefbyterians are as 
carefully excluded, from the Lzonyfan tickets of 
cafdidates, as if one would contaminate the whole 
bunch ;:and in New-Ca ttle, where the number of 
pretbyt erians commands reipect, and to.fave appear~ 
ances it is neceflary to admit a few ; yet itis curious 
to obferve how cautioufly they are Hote The ut- 
moft. lamourisraifed againft thofe ofanytalents,whilft . 
weak mien, who have no objet beyond the hor, 
nor of afetat in the general Affembly, are alone 
admited into the Dionyfizn connediton. 
This out-cry againft ‘Prefbyterians is the more 
o denomination whatfoever have 
: been 


geous ‘declamation are 


extraordinary, as 1 
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been more generally revolutionifts. They are indeed 
-almoft without execption, Neither are any overt 
actions of the Prefbyterians 1 ia Delaware, cited for 
the affected apprehentions of them. The clamour 
raifed again{t them is altogether in general terms. 

‘The ne dreadful confequences are threatened, 1 

cafe the Prefbyterians are {utter ‘ed to get into power. 
Their ambition i is reprefented as amupuaded | and 
the tragedies of New-England are bro ught into fre- 
quent view, AS to political meafures and confi- 
derations, in which all denominations are a alike inte~ 
refted, thele are kept out of view, by cherifhing and 
snoilowane publi ickly and pays ately, t the imminent. 
dangers refulting from Pre -sbytertan influence. 

The Author oF all relig ion, has not enjoined any 
fet form of worfhip. at 1e mere mode of wor fhip is 
left very much ‘at difcretion, to be accommodated 
perhaps to the various circumftances of the church. 
~ moft liberal writer™ obferves, that Providence may 
have permitted fo great a variety of modes of wor- 
- fhip, for good purpofes, p particularly to jerve as a 
cenfor morum upon each other. It is generally 
agreed, that faith 1s fubfervient to morali ty ; and we 
Hee reafon to believe, that man’s faith oil ferve 
him beft, which is productive of the beft life and 
converfation. We know that charity 1s the en id of 
the law, and the fulfilment of the gofpel ; and what 
God {pecially requires of all his creatures, is, to be 
worfbipped in Spirit tnd in truth. ‘To love God and 
our neighbour, is the fum of true religion. W hat 
then m at we think of Cee: 5oliticians, who do not 
hefitate to defiroy all charity, and w: antonly facrifice 
the very eflence oh Sree to their mean prejudices 
and low ambition? Can fuch men be religious, ViT- 
fous, 
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uous, or boneft? No, tothe honor of the chriftian 
religion, bold offenders in this way, are only to be 
found among the openly profane and vicious, pro- 
feffed infidels, or the grofely ignorant. We forbear 
_to. comment on thofe weak men, and that tnfer- 
tunate people, who may be duped by fuch politi- 
clans. : a 
As the leaders of difaffection loft their influence 
by the peace, new and increafed efforts were requi- 
red, for three years paft, to eftablith DIONYSiUS 
and-his faétion, in their tyranny. They began 
with reducing the brave and genuine whigs of Suf- 
ex. Forthis purpofe, befides the ufual uproar againft 
presbyterians, the black-campers, refuvees and non- 
jurors of every defcription, were hunted up, and as 
many as could be prevailed on, were qualified for 
voting, and gave the tories of that county, a decided 
majority. 

In Kent they relied on an increafed affiduity 
and inveighing more bitterly than ever, apaintt 
prefbyterians. The pre/b:terian ticket was the fami- 
liar butt of oppofition, though but two men out of 
eight, were fuppofed to be of that perfuafion, and 
their religious conneGtion not well afcertained. As 
manceuvring is of great confequence in this county, 
probably their artin this branch of policy, contri- 
buted not a little to the fuccefs of the fa@tion. 

But in New-Caftle they had a very different card 
tc play. Here the prefbyterians are to be patted 
afleep, and even a prefbyterian agent of guondam 
aia authority, was engaged, by the hope of re- 
ward, to memorialize and preach inceflantly to the 
people on the fubie€t of the public debt. As in 
Kent. and Suffex all denominations were fum- 
moned to league againft a few presbyterians ; fo in 
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New-Caftle, all other citizens were invited to thare 
the plunder of the public creditors. Great advan- 
_tages were promifed the public, from a fcale of de. 
preciation for certificates; and the éleGtors were 
harangued to be guarded in their choice, againft the 
holders of public fecurities. The faccefs of this e- 
lection fhould be a fting to the people of New-’ 
Caftle, as lafting as it is poignant and mortifying. In- 
ftead of a {cale of depreciation and the mighty bene- 
fits promifed, they now behold an expensive jobb 
cut out for DIONYSIUS ; and the fund appropria- 
ted tathe payment of intereft to the army credi- 
tors, feized upon to make the more prompt and 
ready payment ta the TYRANT and his guondam 

governor, | 
_ This being accomplifhed, we hear no further talk 
of public debts ;_ and we are led to imagine, that the 
government is totally unconcerned about thofe that 
‘Temain unfatisfied. We are alfo left to conjedture, 
whether fomething more than a little emolument, 
did not fpur on DIONYSIUS and his partizans, in* 
the extraordinary exertions of laft year. Quere : 
Might not the ambition of our FYRANT have been 
fired with the defign of filling up the new federal 
government to his liking? And quere, whether in 
organizing the new government, De/aqware and all 
America fhould not be ftri€tly guarded againft fuch 
aman as DIONYSIUS ?» A man by whofe influ- 
ence every attempt to open a land-office, has been 
fruftrated ; who on alloccafions has maintained the 
proprietary claims upon this ftate wntouched; and 
who, by every difcerning man, is confidered as_ re- 
tained to this day, by the proprietaries, in oppofition 
to the people of the ftate; who, as the head and 
: fource 





Leo SOT eg 
fource of difaff ection, has eflablifhed a tyranny in 
his native f{tate, and perverted the conititutien and 
laws to the moft unjuftifiable purpofes ; and of whom 
it has been predi Sod “with great fagacity long ago, 
that if ever he got his Foot on the threfhold, he 
would make in s way into the cabinet of eny g0= | 
vernment. 
As a means of encouragement and or girs) to 
‘the tories, and difaffected partizans of DION YSIUS 
and to deprefs, if poilible, all {pirit of refiftance at 
the whigs ; ; the proceedings er minutes of the legil- 
lature are made a mere Boe of fcandal again the 
whies, Ifthe honeft zeal of a whig of any notéled 
him. into ) any inte! Eee or indifcretion, it we as 
regifteted of courfe, efpecially if any difpute happen- 
ad “about the election. But the profefled difaffeGtion, 


the riots and blafphemy of the tories, fo notorious 
and common at the elections of Suffex, efpecially, 
have always been pafled over 1m filence, and hid | as 
much as poflible from the world | 

. Not only the minutes of the legiflature, bat the 
laws of the ftate are proftituied, as mere engines’ of 


faction. In legiflation, DIONYSIUS ‘3, the. cHAm- 
pion of public faith and credit, in thofe matters 
wherein the tories are interefted ; but for rewarding 
the officers and foldiers, he exhibits a plan of depre- 
clation, and fcaling away the public debts. Laws 
and refolutions are pafled for paying. himfelf and 
others fubfervient to his views, all they afk and with- 
out delay ; and in the aid of the funds, neceflary to 
accomplith this purpofe, there is no hefitation, by. 
in éx poft facto law, to feize upon a fund folemnly 
appropriated 
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appropriated to the difcharge of the intereft due up- 
“on depreciation: certificates ; and to declare that it. is 
unjuft and unreafonable, that this intereft fhould be ~ 
paid, until the principal and intereft of all other debts 
-are difcharged. According to the mature of 
the cafe, bold attempts are made, or the more cauti- 
ous'method of fap and undermining purfued, for 
_ deftroying the reputation: and property of the moft 
‘upright and faithful individuals. DIO*.SYIUS and 
his fa&tion, indeed, affect to do all things according 
eto law. ‘According to law, they raifed an army for 
‘the prote@tion of the freedom of eleGion, for the 
“refugees and black-campers. By a law, they have 
again changed the place of ele€tion, to the {wamps 
_ of Suffex, and in the midft of the black-campers. 
By ex poff saéto laws, they conftantly break the 
public faith and contracts with individuals, for de- 
_frauding the revolutionifts. In fhort, the moft in- 

famous tranfaCtions are thus Gmcionad | by law. | 
_ - But no department in the government of Dela- 
ware is more perfectly enilaved to DIONYSIUS, 
than the executive. As this derives its appointment _ 
and fibfiftence from the legiflative, the prevalence * 

“the DIONYSIAN fa@tiion, for feveral years palt, 1 
5 the tegiflature, has moulded the executive to cnet 
wn liking. The time has been, when there was 
vat leaft fo much decorum in our executive, that 
DIONYSIUS found it neceflary to write long and 
'voluminous epiftles, to compals his defiens with 
“that body. But he may now fave himfelf the trou- 
‘ble. Our executive glory in being the tools of a 
party. Their honors and rewards are beftowed pro- 
jefedly in fubferviency to their party. ‘Thus the 
brave Col. Hall, acknowledged to be the beit quali- 
fied prothonotary inthe government, was told by a 
3 : | member 







































rae 


aN » 

_ SN 

ae a tat AE LIE LT SE PG AO latinos . - 

~ of rs zy % Fa a ii I —_— weit npsiees alia 1 - iyagirn ™ 
aa cats oh GF Pg ae pain ase 7 rae s 


— = 


member of the privy council, as the only xeafon foR ne 
difplacing him, be' was not of the rightpart ya He 
was accordingly difmiffed from his office 5 andyqcone 
trary to all former precedent, another was appointed, ,,, 
who-came recommended to their honors, forihaving ;': 
gallantly defended the black-dampets and ‘refugees, 10) 
the privilege of voting. This man wasno idoubt of 
the righi party. : COAT TERRY Bate thetic 5 
Some idea of onr courts of juftice maybe sformed. | 
from, the nature of the appointments, “at. the. farfi... 
organization of the government. Nor have our!: 
courts been improved by every appointment -fince, 
The DIONYSIANS, on all | occafions, when» W189 
in their power, fill our courts with! men. pofleiled of, 
the moft bitter and inordinate party vprejudices, and) 
efpecially fuch, as by overt actions and behaviour, 
are moft obnoxious to the whigs:0’ The fypreme: 
court muft be acknowledged an’ independent yuedi- 
catory. -It would be tedious: by’ numerous: inttan- 
ces to point out the ignorance arid partiality -of the 
other courts. ‘This finglé cireamftanee may ferve 
to charaGterize them; that the moft ignorant and, 
ftupid pleaders at the bar, in fundry ‘inftances,. are 
able to extort the moft inordinate fees 3 men who. 
have not talents to ftand alone, whofe importance | 
depend, folely upon their fatious connection; obtain 
the moft lucrative pradtice, from a fuppofed ‘influ- | 
ence with the courts, whichis but too well foun- 
ded. | | . 1663 
In fhort, the’ honours and rewards of the) Delas| 
ware Government are lavifhed” upon. men capable | 
of thofe bigotted and mean prejudices, both religi- 
ons and political, that) would degrade them. any; 
where elfe ; whilft talents’ and intégrity derve ‘only 
to render a man obnoxious, and perhaps the ob- | 
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a fotintain of virtue, fealed sup and préfed:down, as 
tt were, which we may reafonably 





pe-will,. one’. 


day, barf forth, ahd overwhelm the adverlaries of ~' 


‘trath and good. government... The notable league 


between the DIONYS [AN reprefentatives of New- 


Caftle, and the Sufiex turies, has already. brought 


the goad to the backs of the New-Caftle whigs; and 
will probably foon roufe them from their lethargy, 
and bring them to a quick fenfe of feeling, They 
will den no longer mike light. of the ftragles of 
their lower county brethren ; but leaguing in the 


common caufe, will have. it amply in their power to 
give a new fy to “the government, MANS to an” 


entire redrefs of our grievarices. ag 


‘ » 
Although. every. other means) under Providence 


fiould fail us, we hope atJleait to derive fome confo- 
lation from thé NEW FEDERAL CONSTITU-’ 
TION. From hence we may expedt fome ftanding 


in titutions to walk by. Fraudulent retrofpe@ive 
laws; willbe domore. The injured and opprefied 


army Meedito-s of Delaware, may hence*exped a_ 


quit t reward to their patient virtue, and hope to derive 
fomé émolument from their public fecurities: All: 
good men will rejoice in the néar Be foe@t of.an uni- 
formend of naturalization, and that DELAW at 
will not be deftined=as the fink of TORYISN 
Andalthough it thould be long, before Virtue ae 
become triumphant.over Vice; good men will ne- 
verthelefs be more out of the teach and power of 
linjuft ‘and wicked oppreflors, than heretofore, 
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